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CONFIRMATION 


I 
INTRODUCTORY 


THERE are few ordinances of the Church so 
misunderstood, few looked upon with such sus- 
picion, as that which is known as Confirmation. 
. With many people it is regarded as something 
which should be got over in childhood or opening 
manhood, but if this opportunity should for any 
reason have been let slip in this early age, it 
should not be regarded as in any way a neces- 
-cessity, or as an omission to be rectified, 
by those who have reached maturer years. 

Many however who would look upon Con- 
firmation as in itself negligible, are constrained 
to submit by reason of an order of the Church, 
which makes this rite an indispensable prelimi- 
nary to the reception of Holy Communion. It 
is said in a rubric at the end of ‘ The Order of 
Confirmation’: ‘And there shall none be 
admitted to the Holy Communion, until such 
time as he be confirmed, or be ready and 
desirous to be confirmed.’ 

And therefore many a man who is drawn 
towards a devout reception of ‘the most com- 
fortable Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
Curist,’ submits to this necessity, without any 
clear idea of its efficacy or importance. 
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But such an estimate of this holy rite would 
be utterly unworthy of its true position in the 
Church. Confirmation has always been closely 
connected with Holy Baptism, and has even 
been regarded as in some way a completion of 
it. Ifin Holy Baptism, the Hoty Spirit worked 
on us from without, in Confirmation He comes 
to dwell with us and be in us to the perfecting 
of our Christian life. 

The object of this address, however, is to give 
a plain and simple answer to a question which 
confirmed and unconfirmed alike will, it may 
be, have to answer,—What is Confirmation ? 


First of all it will be well to examine the word. 
What meaning should we find assigned to this 
word in a dictionary of the English language ? 
The word confirm means we shall find © to 
strengthen, to give strength or support to, to 
fix steadily, to secure, to assure, to establish.’ 
And we find the word used in this sense in 
more than one passage in the Bible. S. Paul 
writing to the Corinthians says, ‘So that ye 
come behind in no gift ; waiting for the coming 
of our Lorp Jesus Curist: Who shall also 
confirm you unto the end, that ye may be 
blameless in the day of our Lorp JEsus Curist.’ ! 
Here 8S. Paul is obviously praying for the 
ultimate establishment of his Corinthian 
converts in every good word and work. 

Once more we read in the Acts of the Apostles, 
how ‘he’ z.e., S. Paul ‘ went through Syria and 
Cilicia, confirming the churches,’? where there 
is no reference to any Church ordinance bearing 
the name of Confirmation, but S. Paul is repre- 

t 1.Gor, 1°38) ? Acts xv. 41, 
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sented as making a missionary tour of help and 
encouragement in those particular churches 
which he had founded. ; 

So in ordinary every day matters, the 
gardener ties up his standard rose trees to 
stakes, lest they should be shaken or uprooted 
by the winds. And in so doing he might be 
said to be confirming the rose trees. So the 
builder runs up his buttress against the tower 
or high wall in order to give them stability. 
He once more in so doing might be said to be 
confirming the buildings. And so ifa stranger 
to our religion on opening the Prayer Book 
were to find in the table of contents a service 
bearing this title, ‘The Order of Confirmation,’ 
he might reasonably suppose that this was 
some ordinance which received its name from 
the fact that somebody was thereby strengthened, 
or perhaps something ratified, or anyhow that 
some additional value was thereby imparted to 
something which needed strength." And 
a perusal of the words and actions of the 
Service would lead him to suppose that he 
was right. And any well-informed Christian 
would hasten to assure him, that the effect of this 
ordinance faithfully and earnestly received, 
would be to realise the prayer of S. Paul for the 
Ephesians, ‘that He would grant you, according 
to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with might by His Spirir in the inner man. 
And that any well-disposed Christian would 


’ The writer is aware of the interpretation of the 
word Confirmation, as indicating the completion 
of Holy Baptism, But in any case the effect is 


strengthening. ean 
phes. iii. 16, 
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find in it a very sacrament of strength, con- 
ferring upon him the indwelling might of the 
Blessed Comforter. 

We now proceed to look a little closer and see 
whether there be any ordinance of such a 
character as to confer spiritual strength and 
called Confirmation, in the Bible. Here at 
once we are met by this result that under the 
name Confirmation, we can find no traces of 
such a thing. The words ‘confirmation’ and 
‘confirm’ are only used in the general sense 
mentioned above with no specific allusion 
to any Church ordinance. But it need hardly 
be said that this is quite immaterial, it does not 
signify to us what may be the precise Bible 
name for the ordinance, if the thing itself is 
there. 

That which we call a rose 
By any other name would smell as sweet. 


The ordinance of Confirmation has its 
proper place in the Bible, only it is desig- 
nated by another term. The Bible name for 
Confirmation is as we shall see ‘ Laying on of 
hands,’ which is also the sub-title by which the 
rite is described in the Prayer Book, as a glance 
at the rubric prefixed to the Service will show, 
which in its full title is as follows: ‘The order 
of Confirmation, or Laying on of Hands upon 
those that are baptised and come to years of 
discretion.’ 

Let us examine this in the pages of the New 
Testament. We find in the early apostolic 
times the following incident narrated as happen- 
ing in Samaria, ‘ Now when the apostles which 
were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of Gop, they sent unto them 
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Peter and John: who, when they were come 
down, prayed for them, that they might receive 
the Hoty Guost: (For as yet He was fallen 
upon none of them; only they were baptised 
in the name of the Lorp Jzsus). Then laid 
they their hands on them, and they received 
the Hoty Gost.’ 

Again, we read of S. Paul at Ephesus dealing 
there with some imperfectly instructed con- 
verts, who were ignorant of the very existence 
of Gop the Hoty Guost. ‘When they heard 
this, they were baptised in the name of the 
Lorp Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands 
upon them, the Hoty Guosr came on them; 
and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.’ ? 

But it may be maintained that these passages 
prove but little. It is clear from them that it 
was the custom in the early days of the Church 
for the Apostles to lay their hands on the newly 
baptised and that as a consequence the Hoty 
Guost descended upon them, making in some 
cases His presence known by certain outward 
signs and miraculous manifestations. But on the 
other hand there is nothing to show that these 
passages have anything more than an historical 
value as showing an Apostolic custom, which 
may well have died with the Apostles themselves. 
No one pretends that miraculous signs now 
follow the laying on of hands as practised in the 
Church. What is to show, beyond these two 
notices of primitive practice, that any such rite as 
Confirmation definitely took its place among the 
established ordinances of the Christian religion ? 
A reference to the Epistle to the Hebrews will 
perhaps supply an answer. There the writer 

Acts viii. 14-17. 2 Acts xix. 5, 6. 
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says, ‘Therefore leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Curist, let us go on unto perfection ; 
not laying again the foundation of repentance 
from dead works, and of faith toward Gop, of the 
doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, 
and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgment.’! Here we have stated among the 
elementary principles of religion, ranking with 
Baptism, and the doctrine of the Resurrection 
and of eternal judgment—laying on of hands 
as a recognised ordinance of Christian life. 
It may be said of course that this is only an 
obscure allusion; and that it is much more 
likely to be a comprehensive term including 
all those ordinances in which grace seems to be 
attached to laying on of hands. Even s0, 
Confirmation would rank among them, and its 
juxtaposition to ‘baptisms’ is at least sug- 
gestive. But there is another passage which 
may also be quoted as significant, even if it 
cannot be alleged as absolute proof. 8S. Paul 
in his Epistle to Titus speaks as follows: ‘ Not 
by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to His mercy He saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Hoty Guost.’’ It is as if the apostle here 
were viewing the two ordinances of Baptism 
and Confirmation on the side of the inward 
grace which they bestow. Where the writer of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of baptisms, 
he speaks of ‘the washing of regeneration.’ - 
Where he speaks of ‘laying on of hands,’ S. 
Paul speaks of ‘ the renewing of the Hoty Guost,’ 
If this be so, we have in these two passages 
within the limits of Holy Scripture Confirmation 
1 Heb. vi. 1-2. ? Titus iii. 5. 
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taking its place as an ordinance of the Church, 
which has already passed out of the region of 
mere apostolic practice into the definite system of 
the Christian Church. The cessation of outward 
manifestation and signs of the Hoty Spirit need 
not detain us. This would rank with the 
alleged cessation of miracles. There may be 
more reasons than one for the cessation, if 
cessation there be; but in any case these out- 
ward signs would only be one form in which 
grace received would display itself, without 
leading us to suppose that the inward power 
within the soul of the recipient was any less an 
object of wonder and supernatural grace. 

There is no doubt whatever that Confirmation 
or laying on of hands occupied an important 
place in the primitive Church, and that we 
shall not be wrong in saying to anyone who 
asks us what is the precise meaning of the 
Church ordinance of Confirmation, that Con- 
firmation is a gift of Gop, wherein in a sacra- 
mental way, through the outward sign of the 
laying on of the bishop’s hands, the inward 
grace is received of the gift of Gop’s Hoty 
Spirit, to stablish and strengthen the soul in 
all virtuous and godly living.’ 

If this be so, a further question now begins 
to shape itself. Is not the teaching of self- 
reliance likely to prove a much more efficacious 


' No allusion is here made to the anointing with oil 
which in many parts of the Church, accompanies the 
laying on of hands, and has in some cases almost 
superseded it. We find it alluded to in apostolic 
times, e.g., 2 Cor. i. 21. 18. John ii. 27. Hither im- 
position of hands or anointing would be sufficient for 
the rite—and anointing finds no place in our Prayer 
Book at the present time. 
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remedy against human weakness, than a some- 
what superstitious dependence on a mysterious 
and supernatural rite? It may be good for 
children, but it is more than questionable 
whether grown men should be called upon to 
submit to it. 

Those who speak in this way must be seriously 
under-estimating the forces which are brought 
to bear upon their powers of endurance, and at 
the same time must be undervaluing the grace 
of Gop. No one who is leading the life, and 
fighting the fight can fail to be aware of the 
pressure under which he lives from the very 
circumstances of his existence. 

He will speedily recognise that it is no figure 
of speech in which the Bible speaks of Gop 
tempting Abraham.!' The temptations of Gop, 
which He lays upon the children of His love 
are many and various and hard to be borne. 
It seems a long interval between the temptation 
of Abraham in the pages of the Old Testament 
and the Agony of the Son of Man as recorded 
in the Gospels; and yet the mystery of 
Gethsemane is but an extreme exhibition of the 
exceeding weight of Gop’s hand, which forced 
out the bitter cry, ‘O My Farner, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me’:* Gop’s 
‘heavy hand’ has still to be borne, and the 
little history of every day is full of instances of 
men and women who have failed to support its 
weight. Here is one, who has thrown his life 
back into the face of his Creator in the suicide’s 
dishonourable end, and the excuse made for 
him in many cases is that he had been under- 
going a great deal of trouble. Gop had sent 

1 Gen. xxii. 1. 2 S. Matt. xxvi. 39. 
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him the trouble and he was not able to bear it. 
Or another takes to intemperance and vicious 
courses, or to open unbelief in the existence or 
love of Gop, and again the excuse advanced is 
trouble. Men are even consumed by means 
of Gop’s heavy hand.’ And yet Gop has 
laboured to show us that such temptation or 
trial is necessary for those who are the heirs of 
His Kingdom. Whether it be to develop what 
is good, or correct what is evil, the truth still 
yemains. ‘Whom the Lorn loveth He chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.’? 
And men fail beneath this chastisement for 
want of strength. 

The direct temptations to evil proceeding 
' from evil are still more obvious. The god- 
parents when they bring the child to the font 
to be baptised, are reminded of troublesome 
waves which lie before him in his journey 
through the world; they see the cross of 
military allegiance marked upon his brow; 
they have to make special abjuration of evil 
which is only too threatening and close at hand. 
Everyone who knows anything about his own 
life, knows that he is engaged in a spiritual 
combat, that here again the pressure is enormous, 
for ‘we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.’* And 
here again we feel our own weakness as we 
stumble on in what sometimes seems to be an 
unequal combat. 

And even more, if possible, as we look within 
do we feel the pressure upon our weakness. 
2 Ps. ocx. 1, 2 Heb. xii. 6: 3 Ephes. vi, 12. 
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The turbulent passion, and wayward desires 
leap against the frail barrier of the will. Reason 
protests and the spirit pleads, but at times we 
cry out in the sense of our impotence for a 
deliverer. ‘Be strong’ is the message of the 
Gospel. ‘Be strong’ is the message of the 
Church. Strength is the content of every 
Sacrament, and the end of all our religious 
exercises. Man is frail, let us humour his frailty, 
says the religion of Islam. Man is frail, let us 
strengthen his weakness, says the religion of 
Jesus Curist, Who knows what is in man, 
for He was man. 

Still there are many who while willing to 
own the frailty of humanity under this three- 
fold pressure, are yet unable to take the further 
step of seeing in Confirmation the Sacrament of 
strength. 

Thereare some who say, man is frail and yet 
Gop is good. Heis ever at hand to strengthen 
and heal those who have need of His help. It is 
idle to suppose that if aman turns to Gop, and 
in the solitude of his chamber kneels down to 
seek His strength, that he will be turned empty 
away. ‘Before they call, I will answer; and 
while they are yet speaking I will hear.’* No 
one wishes to deny the complete freedom of 
access on the part of the sinner to Gop. No 
one wishes to minimize the extent of His free 
gift of strength to those who seek it. But at 
the same time Gop has vouchsafed to reveal to 
us in His Holy Word, His methods of working, 
and very commonly that method is by the use 
of means. Our Lorp Jesus Curist Himself 
alludes to an incident in the ancient history of 

1 Tsaiah Ixy. 24. 
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the Jews, while they were wandering in the 
wilderness. A plague of serpents had been 
inflicted on the Children of Israel, ‘and much 
people of Israel died.’ Moses by Gon’s com- 
mand makes a serpent of brass and puts it 
upon a pole, with the assurance that any victim 
bitten by the serpents would recover if he fixed 
his gaze upon the serpent of brass. We might 
well suppose that a superior Israelite might 
say ‘Away with this superstition! What good 
will it do me to look at a piece of brass?’ And 
yet so it was, that although Gop could have 
healed by one word of power, He chose to 
attach His gift of healing to an act of gazing 
at a brazen serpent fixed upon a pole.’ The 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, once more 
- alludes to the taking of Jericho without any 
wasted effort on the part of the Israelites as an 
example of faith. Certainly there are many 
_ people to-day who would join in deriding such 
a procession as compassed the walls of Jericho, 
and would pronounce Gop to be capable of 
interference if He thought fit, without the 
fantastic apparatus of a sevenfold procession in 
defiance of the laws of strategy. And yet if we 
are to believe Holy Scripture, Gop attached 
the reward of victory to an act which rendered 
the doers of it exposed to ridicule and contempt. 
Gop was able to vindicate His Majesty by some 
striking act, He willed to do so, by means which 
_ at first sight seemed both irrelevant and 
inadequate.” 

Even more suggestive is the narrative in the 
Book of Kings which describes the healing of 
Naaman the Syrian by the intervention of 
1 Numbers xxi. 1-9. 2 Heb. xi. 30, and Josh. vi 
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Elisha. Naaman is represented as a man of 
high position and honour, whose life was 
blighted by the curse of an incurable disease. 
News reaches him through a little Israelitish 
maid of the wonder-working prophet in Samaria, 
and after some preliminary difficulties he starts 
off to find the prophet who is to effect his 
cure. 

He drives up to the prophet’s door in state, 
and is somewhat disappointed at the fact that 
the prophet sends his servant instead of coming 
himself to perform the ordinary ritual of 
magical healing: while the message he received 
was intolerable. ‘Go and wash in Jordan seven 
times,’ was little short of an insult. Had he 
not rivers at home, and better rivers than the 
muddy Jordan? And he departed and went 
away ina rage. He too, would say, ‘what good 
will it do me to go and wash in a river in a 
case of leprosy?’ But his servant, wiser than 
he, reasoned with him. ‘My father, if the 
prophet had bid thee do some great thing, 
wouldest thou not have done it? How much 
rather then, when he saith to thee, wash and be 
clean ?’? 

The advice of the servant which prevailed 
with Naaman to his recovery, seems to be 
based on a principle which underlies all these 
and similar manifestations of Gop’s work- 
ing, as in the Sacramental system of the 
Church. Gop will do a great thing for you, 
if you will do a little thing for Him. To 
do the little thing is a far greater test of 
obedience than to do the great thing, and 
so some of Gop’s greatest blessings are 

1 2 Kings v. 13. 
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attached to such little things as the use of 


water or bread and wine or the imposition 


of hands, proving to be a most salutary dis- 
cipline as to faith, a test of obedience, and an 
exercise of humility. 

To say ‘what good will it do me, if I ask a 
man to lay his hand upon my head ?’ is not 
really a wise or a deep question. The answer 
may readily be given—none whatever, unless it 
be attached to some command of Gop, then in 
that case, every sort of good may be expected to 
follow. ' 

It is a sorry thing for a man to receive a bit 
of paper when he expected solid gold, but it 
makes all the difference if that bit of paper 


_ bears in its corner the signature of a wealthy 


man. It is the signature that counts, not the 
apparent value or absence of value in the 
medium of conveyance which has been 
selected. 

An endeavour has now been made to show 
what is the significance of Confirmation, its 
necessity, and its meaning in the order of Gop’s 
dispensation for us in His Church. There 
remains obviously another consideration that he 
who comes to this ordinance seeking its benefit, 
must be one who is ready to do his part, to fit 
and prepare himself for the due reception of 
this holy rite, without which preparation he 
cannot hope for the fulness of Gop’s grace. 
The need of preparation is obvious. The old 
satirist pointed out to us the necessity of pro- 
viding a clean vessel, if we would wish to 
avoid giving a sour and bitter taste to what- 


ever is put into it. The food which supplies 


growth and strength to one who is in good 
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health, is little else than poison to one who 
is ill. 

Holy Scripture is not wanting in its warnings 
as to the danger of meddling with holy things 
without due and proper preparation. Nadab 
and Abihu the sons of Aaron in their awful fate 
show us that privilege even is no substitute for 
purity. Uzzah who tried to stay the ark makes 
clear to us in the judgment that fell upon him 
that holy things must be treated with the 
greatest care and reverence. Uzziah in his 
leprosy witnesses to the Majesty of Gop and 
the danger of unprepared approach to His 
presence. 

The preparation of the candidate for Confirma- 
tion has come to be recognized as a very 
important thing in the case of all those who 
would receive aright the benefits of that holy 
ordinance. 

But as to the character of that preparation 
there may be some misconception. The Church 
requires that he who approaches should be able 
to say the Creed, the Lorp’s Prayer, and the ten 
Commandments and be further instructed in 
the Church Catechism, a Manual arranged for 
this purpose. 

And yet it is obvious that one may be well 
instructed in all these things, and at the same 
time be quite unfit to be confirmed. The real 
requisite for Confirmation and a requisite with- 
out which all else is useless, is a real desire to 
lead a good life. The test is not an intellectual 
but a moral and spiritual one. At the same 
time in the case of those to whom Gop has given 
reason and a good education, it would not be 
respectful to Almighty Gop, nor dutiful to the 
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Church, if some effort were not made to offer a 
reasonable, thoughtful, as well as devout service 
to Him, Who then offers His gift of ghostly 
strength. 

There are roughly speaking two parts of our 
composite being which need to be prepared, the 
head, and the heart. Of these the heart and all 
that is meant by the term is infinitely the most 
important. But this is a preparation which 
every Confirmation candidate must conduct for 
himself in the Presence of Gop and in the power 
of His grace. But the preparation of the head 
needs the help of someone wiser and more 
experienced than himself, who likewise will show 
him the reason for the faith which he holds, the 
true meaning of the profession which he makes, 
the nature of the combat and the power of 
Grace. 

Here is an opportunity which comes to a man 
once in his life of studying under guidance the 
great truths of the Christian religion, of making 
real to himself those ordinances and dogmas of 
the Church which before were nebulous and 
uncertain. 

Most certainly for good or for ill Confirmation 
is a turning-point in a man’s life. A sincere 
Confirmation is a definite advance towards the 
way of holiness. A careless Confirmation on 
the other hand is an endeavour to put a veneer 
of sanctity over a life uncleaned and unprepared. 
‘Gop is not mocked.’ And this thing which 
should have been to his wealth, becomes instead 
“an occasion of falling.’ 

The resolution which enables a man to stand 
forward is noted by Gop, by angels, by devils, 
and by men. He is a marked man; and has 
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it in his power either to commend the truth of 
Gop to the careless, or to add another scar to 
those with which the Son of Man is wounded in 
the house of His friends. 


Notes on Chapter I for use in Instruction 


(i) Confirmation.—Examine the word (see 1 Cor. 1-7, 8; 


Acts, xv. 41) and the ordinance which is called by this name. 
Reason for the name (see Ephes. iii. 16). 


(ii) Traces of this Ordinance in the Bible.—The Bible 
Name—‘ Laying on of hands.’ Perhaps Unction (see 2 Cor. 
1-21; 1S. John ii. 27). The apostolic custom (Acts viii. 
14-17, xix. 5, 6). ‘Laying on of hands’ as a church 
ordinance (see Heb. vi. 1, 2; and cf. Titus iii. 5). Con- 
firmation—a gift of Gop. The outward sign—laying on of 
hands. The inward grace—Gon’s Holy Spirit. 


(iii) The Need of Confirmation.—Because of human 
weakness, in the face of trials brought to bear (1) by Gop ; 
(2) by the devil; (3) by human nature. Strength can be 
obtained from Gop immediately, but more often mediately 
through means. See for example—The Brazen Serpent ; 
The fall of Jericho; The Healing of Naaman; and the 
Sacramental system of the Church. 


(iv) The Need for Preparation.—(1) In the nature of 
things; (2) From reference to Holy Scripture; Examples 
—Nadab and Abihu; Uzzah; Uzziah; (3) Preparation 
must be twofold—of the Head; of the Heart 


(v) Final Exhortations. 


1 


THE FIRST PROMISE 


BestpE the general preparation of head and 
heart referred to in the previous lecture, he 
who comes to receive the Gift of the Hoty 
Spirit in Confirmation will find that something 
more than the assurance of a devout prepared- 
ness for this sacred Rite is required by the 
Church. It will be his duty on the day of 
Confirmation itself to give definite tokens of his 
readiness to perform his part in the solemn 
covenant which Gop is about to make with him 
at this important moment of his life. He has, 
as it were, a contract to sign, promises to make 
of a comprehensive and far-reaching character, 
as to which it is only reasonable that he should 
have special and serious instruction. 

While he was as yet an unconscious infant, 
(in most cases) promises were made in his name, 
by those who were responsible for bringing him 
to Holy Baptism ; which became binding on him 
as soon as he came to age, that is, as soon as he 
knew right from wrong, as to which he has now 
to take up a definite attitude. 

It is untrue to say, that he who comes to be 
confirmed, takes then upon himself the promises 
made in his name at his Baptism. He has 

23 
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taken them upon himself whenever he hassaid his 
Catechism. Then he is asked, ‘Dost thou not 
think that!thou art bound to believe, and to do, 
as they have promised for thee ?’ and his answer 
is, ‘Yes, verily; and by Gop’s help so I will. 
And further everyone who has the gift of free 
will, and is of sound mind is responsible for 
his actions, and cannot shift that responsibility 
by any fiction upon others. 

It is an unfortunate error which has caused 
people to regard Confirmation asa Confirmation 
of Baptismal Vows; as something done by the 
confirmed person, not a grace bestowed him. 
We are slowly emancipating men’s minds from 
the mistake, which is the more obviously seen 
to be an error, when it is remembered that the 
Renewal of Vows only took its place as part of 
the Confirmation Service and in the English 
Church alone, after the Prayer-Book Revision 
of 1661. 


I 


The Renewal of Vows is a well known form of 
resolution, suitable to any time of special 
solemnity, as for instance in a mission, and 
which only takes its place in the Confirmation 
Service, as a suitable gathering-up of the pre- 
paration in an earnest protestation of willingness 
to serve Gop and flee from evil. 

These promises have already been made, they 
are already binding on the Christian, they are 
now to be renewed in a solemn and formal 
manner by him who having carefully examined 
them and proved their meaning, wishes to add 
his conscious and deliberate assent, to that 
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which before was made in faith of his subse- 
quent ratification. 

‘Promise unto the Lord your Gop, and keep 
it.’ ‘Better is it that thou shouldest not vow ; 
than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.’? 
Such are the thoughts which arise in our hearts 
in view of our Baptismal vows. And just as 
the good man of business will never affix his 
name to a document of which he does not know 
the contents, nor consent to take a leap in the 
dark, so before renewing in a solemn way, and 
at a sacred moment these promises, every 
Christian man should take pains to realise their 
content and application that he may the more 
readily do his part as he pledges himself 

to Gop. 
' The promises which have to be renewed are 
three, and they pledge him who utters them, 
first to give up all that Gop hates, secondly to 
believe all that He teaches, and thirdly to do 
all that He wills. 

Let us now examine fully the first of these 
three vows, and study its terms. It runs as 
follows : 

My godfathers and godmothers promised 
First, that I should renounce the devil and all 
his works, the pomps and vanity of this wicked 
world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh. 
And we notice at once that the attitude which 
we are pledged to adopt is expressed in a word 
of strong emphasis. ‘Renounce’ means nothing 
short of this, to give up and have nothing 
whatever to do with. So the general in command 
of an army who is determined not to treat with 
the enemy sends back (renuntiat) without even 

1 Ps, Ixxvi. 11. 2 Hecles. v. 5. 
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discussing terms, the heralds or representatives 
of the enemy who visit him to consult for his 
surrender. We may think of Lot’s wife, who 
gave up her connection with Sodom without 
renouncing her fondness for its evil ways. Or 
of Balaam who trifled with Gop, being at once 
for Him and for His enemies, as much as he 
was permitted by the overruling hand of Him, 
Who inspired his prophetic burden. Or, even 
more conspicuously we are reminded of Judas, 
who had given up apparently all, to be Curist’s 
disciple, but who had made a reservation in 
the case of his besetting sin, or allowed it to 
return upon him. There are three enemies as 
to which the Christian has to take up this 
determined attitude of renunciation, and they 
are called the Devil, the World and the Flesh. 
Certainly this is a promise not to be made 
lightly, or without counting the cost, for it 
means a life-long struggle and a severe contest. 
And he who is most in earnest, when he is 
asked to make this vow of renunciation, can 
only answer humbly, ‘I will endeavour so to 
do, Gop being my helper.’ 


II 


It will be well therefore to look at these 
enemies one by one, that they may be the more 
earnestly resisted and more completely overcome. 

The first, the Master Enemy to be renounced 
is the Devil, a being whose character may be 
pieced together out of the many names and 
attributes by which Holy Scripture designates 
him. He is called in the New Testament, in 
the writings of the Four Evangelists, in the 
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Acts of the Apostles, by S. Paul, S. John, 
S. Peter and S. James and S. Jude, the devil. 
He is called in the Old Testament and also 
frequently in the New, Satan. He is styled 
symbolically, at one time, the serpent,' at 
another,’ the lion. Our Lorn describes him as 
a murderer,’ and once again as the father of 
lies.* Each of these designations is significant. 
Devil or slanderer’® describes him by one of 
his most deadly qualities, the power of slander- 
ing or belittling all that is good, and of 
damaging by disparagement and cynicism or 
suggested impotence, all generous effort and 
aspirations after what is good. So he belittled 
the authority and wisdom of Gop to our first 
parents. So still he makes the ways of holiness 
hard, and goodness contemptible. As Satan, 
he is the adversary who rises up in the path to 
stop or hinder us, as the serpent he deceives 
with his crafts, as the lion he terrifies with his 
assaults, and most significant of all, when our 
Blessed Lorp calls him the murderer, He is 
pointing to that which is the ultimate end of 
all temptation. Satan tempts that he may kill ; 
all his temptations end in death; death of the 
body, death of the soul, death of every noble 
impulse. So he tempts our Blessed Lorp to 
cast Himself from the roof of the temple, at 
once to court suicide as man, or the death of 
His divine purpose, if He were more than man. 
And so he lures on to death, through lust and 
deranged appetite, through despair and pre- 
sumption, those who are led away by his 
devices ; here a Saul and there a Judas, and all 
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that flock of silly sheep who are beguiled by 
vice, and go forth only to meet death under the 
pleasant lure which he sets for them. 

But there are some compensating thoughts 
by which it is well that we should steady 
ourselves in the face of such a foe. 

In the first place it is well firmly to grasp the 
fact that we are here dealing not with an im- 
palpable principle of evil, vague and elusive, 
but with a person, subject to the laws of person- 
ality ; although inasmuch as he is a spirit, 
such laws may not be familiar tous. We may 
at least be sure of this, that he is not omni- 
potent. It is only Gop who is Almighty, and 
there is no divided empire in His world. 
Neither has He delegated half His power to 
another. We may be equally sure that the 
devil is not omnipresent. He cannot at one 
and the same time, not being possessed of the 
divine attributes, be in this place and that in 
a simultaneous act of malicious tempting. At 
the same time we must sorrowfully acknowledge 
that he is served by numerous agencies who 
partake of his cunning and power, so that it 
is possible at one and the same time to pursue 
different individuals in different places with 
temptation. It is only too easy to feel the 
power of the Evil One, who respects no one, 
and would trample if he could under his feet 
even the divine gift of free-will in man. But 
we must not play into his hands by crediting 
him with those attributes of Gop which we 
know as omnipotency and omnipresence. 
Neither is he omniscient. The devil can and 
does make the mistakes of those who are im- 
perfectly informed. And cunning as he is, 
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he often overreaches himself, by miscalculating 
the power of resistance, or misjudging the 
potency of his appeal. A second truth we must 
firmly grasp is the certainty of his approach, 
and the unsparing nature of his attack. If he 
did not hesitate to tempt our Blessed Lorp, it 
is not likely that he will spare any. Many a 
young servant of Gop who has earnestly pre- 
pared himself for Confirmation and has deter- 
mined to seek Gop with his whole heart and 
soul, feels that now at all events, inasmuch as 
he has declared himself, the devil will per- 
force abandon his attacks. Whereas perhaps 
the contrary is nearer to the truth. The enemy 
does not trouble himself to lay siege to a city, 
which lies unprotected without gate or walls or 
means of defence ; hecan reduce this at any time. 
Whereas the declaration of opposition, the 
determination to stand a siege, renders it 
necessary that that should be reckoned with, 
which cannot be left in its pronounced hostility. 
The very fact of a determination to enter on 
the preparation for Confirmation, may in itself 
bring us a fiercer temptation than before. 

But with it all there remains the blessed 
assurance which Holy Scripture makes certain 
to us, that, however fierce may be the tempta- 
tion, it can be resisted and driven back. ‘Gop 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able: but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it.” It is of the greatest 
moment in this connection, to distinguish care- 
fully between temptation and sin. Many a man 
has been led to plunge further and to sin, from 
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the fact that he believes himself already to have 
fallen, whereas, as yet, he has been only 
tempted, by suggestions of evil which have 
failed to effect a lodgement within the heart. 

Before any sin can be consummated, three 
processes, separate at least in thought, if not 
always in action, have to be gone through. 
First there is suggestion of evil, in which in 
itself, there is no sin. Then there follows the 
delight in the suggested evil when sin begins 
to dawn : and then thirdly there is the consent, 
when the will gives way under pressure and 
admits the evil, in which case whether action 
follows or not, there is sin, because the soul 
has willed to sin. 

Pontius Pilate seated on the judgment seat 
to administer the impartial justice of the 
Roman Law, has brought before him a prisoner 
as to whom it was his duty to give a true 
verdict. A suggestion reaches him borne up- 
wards from the surging mob, that in this case 
a sentence in accordance with justice would 
be dangerous to himself. He could not escape 
from hearing the voice of the multitude nor 
control them. So far he has not sinned. But 
then he begins to listen. He pictures to him- 
self the suspicious fury of Tiberius, his own 
certain degradation under popular aspersion. He 
begins to calculate and balance personal ad- 
vantages and disadvantages. Then he has 
begun to assimilate the suggestion, and so to 
sin. And finally as the last stage he accepts 
the situation, he determines to give wrong 
judgment, he pronounces his wicked verdict, 
and sin is consummated. 


Or to take an instance out of every day life, a 
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poor starving man is passing a baker’s shop, 
where he smells the new-made bread just taken 
out of the oven, and a suggestion reaches his 
heart, that it cannot be right that he should be 
starving, and that if there is no other way, he 
must steal to satisfy his hunger. So far there has 
been no sin. This is a suggestion and he has 
heard it. But let him go on, to weigh the advan- 
tages of this course, and the pleasure of satisying 
at any cost his appetite: then he has begun to sin. 
It is then only one step further to determine 
to steal, and whether he carries it out or not, 
so far he has sinned, because he has consented 
to sin and his will has been forced. There is 
no sin in being tempted, the sin lies in the 
acquiescence in and consent to the temptation. 
- But there is this reservation which must be 
made when the vow of renunciation is made 
on behalf of the child at his Baptism. The 
promise which is demanded as regards the 
temptation of the devil, the world, and the 
flesh is that the child will not follow nor be 
led by them. He is not always responsible for 
the temptations which offer to lead him: they 
meet him and try to allure him. But he is 
responsible not only for the sin, but for the 
temptations, if he follows them, that is to say 
if he seeks out and makes his own temptation, 
or as we say, runs into it. 

‘The devil and all his works,’ which is the 
full scope of the promise, probably means more 
than the devil and all sin. It means probably 
those particular sins which belong to the devil 
as an evil spirit, such as pride, hatred of Gop, 
envy, malice and other spiritual temptations, 
with which especially he will attack those who 
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are preparing themselves aright for their 
Confirmation: that he may interfere with their 
prayer, confuse their self-examination, and 
weaken their resolution, lest they should escape 
him and be free. 

The second enemy whom we promise to 
renounce is not so easily diagnosed. We can see 
perhaps better than describe, what we mean by 
‘the World’. 

It is clearly not this outward world with its 
cares and duties: we are not pledging ourselves 
to any contempt of our outward avocations and 
duties. Neither are we pledging ourselves to a 
life of solitude and withdrawal from society, 
making the protest of the hermit, who would 
withdraw from a world which was too corrupt 
for him. 

The world which the servant of Gop promises 
to renounce may be described as corrupt human 
life with all its outward display, and all its 
emptiness. For all practical purposes, the world 
to the Christian, will be anything which comes 
between him and Gop. The writings of S. John — 
are full of description of and warnings about 
the world, a power which he more than others 
seems to have realized. _ 

If the devil is a person, the world is an 
influence, a subtle miasma of evil which mounts 
up from all the careless and ungodly lives which 
are being lived and forming a corrupt public 
opinion which affects those who come under 
itsinfluence. So many a man instead of asking 
what is the Will of Gop, is asking instead what 
do people say? On which side is expediency ? 
Which way is the multitude tending? And so 
tossed to and fro and driven about with every 
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wind of vain doctrine they fail in their stedfast- 
ness and wander from the truth. To others the 
world appeals in some of its simpler forms. 
The love of admiration leads them 
astray. And they lose their own soul having 
gained after all only a small portion of the world 
in its luxuries, its smart clothes, its empty ways, 
_ its extravagance and low ideals. The world 
may be some unworthy aim, some wrong ideal, 
some foolish companion which comes between 
us and Gop’s truth. And never is the world so 
dangerous as when it sets itself up as the 
opponent of the Church. The Church with its 
spiritual aims is an abomination to those 
whose aspirations are limited by the material 
things of time. The demands of the Church 
are stern and exacting. Fasting, almsgiving, 
prayer, the things which Gop commands, the 
things which He promises, His warnings, His 
rewards—one and all are evacuated of their 
meaning, and the world sets up its calf-worship 
at Dan and Bethel for those who find it too 
much for them to go up to Jerusalem in accord- 
ance with the fuller and more exacting require- 
ments of the Church. 

The influence of the world in life, conduct 
and religion, in as much as it is more subtle and 
not so obviously wrong, will require a greater 
effort of renunciation than even more powerful 
foes, in those who are pledged to fight the 
Christian battle. 

But hitherto, the foes which we have con- 
sidered have been both external. The Devil 
and his angels are evil agents without us. The 
world is also an evil influence without us. 
‘There remains to be considered a foe which 

19) 


34 The First Promise 


attacks us from within, a civil enemy always 
more difficult to meet than a foreign foe, and 
this enemy is known as the Flesh. It is very 
necessary carefully to distinguish here between 
the Flesh and the Body. The Church has no 
sort of quarrel with the Body, but a great 
quarrel with the Flesh, which she requires all 
her children to renounce. The Body has been 
for ever dignified by the Incarnation : it can be 
made susceptible of becoming a living sacrifice 
holy acceptable unto Gop. The body is not 
always or merely ‘the nearest camp to the 
enemy.’ The Body may be also ‘our friend, 
The Flesh on the other hand is an evil influence 
which sets in from the Body, which comes to us 
indeed as possessors of a body but is not 
identical with it. It is the corruption and 
misuse of those powers, passions and sus- 
ceptibilities which given to us for our wealth 
have become to us an occasion of falling, 

Sloth fastens on the need of rest with its 
recuperative powers, and perverts it into a sin. 
Gluttony misuses the appetite, by which nourish- 
ment and growth are developed and turns it 
into asnare. Lust degrades within a man the 
principle of life and corrupts the powers by 
which he might become an image of the Creator, 
into instruments of degradation and spiritual 
death. 

Here certainly is an enemy with whom there 
must be no compromise. The renunciation 
must be utter and complete. The evil may 
commence with a thought which being admitted 
is sufficient to wreck the whole being. If once 
the neadly mine has been laid the enemy can 
wait his time to fire it and wreak his full 
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destruction. He therefore that will renounce 
the Flesh must watch every outpost, and stop 
every means of hostile approach. The eye must 
be guarded lest though evil sights or dangerous 
reading the enemy effect an entrance. The ear 
must be watched, lest evil sounds or words 
should enter in through that gateway into the 
citadel of the soul. Every sense must be 
carefully regulated to watch the approach of 
evil. 

For here is an enemy whose attack, as was 
said of old of the cholera, begins in death. 

The attitude of him who renounces the flesh, 
must be as the attitude of Joseph, who when 
confronted with evil suggestion could only say 
‘How can I!’—‘ How then can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against Gop ?’? 

It is an easy promise to make but a very 
difficult promise to keep. Everyone must pass 
through this trial. There are some diseases 
which no doctor can avert or practically 
alleviate, all that his skill can do is just to 
brace the patient up to stand the stress and 
storm like a ship that is driving into the very 
teeth of the hurricane. No warning, no en- 
couragement, no resolution can avert the storm 
which is incident to our humanity, but much 
can be done to enable us to meet it. Prayer, 
resolution, utter firmness, determination to 
neglect no precaution, all these can help and 
-do their work in the fight to which he is 
pledged who enlists in the army of the Cruci- 
fied and claims the promised gift of divine 
strength. 
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Notes on Chapter II for use in Instruction 


(i) Gop on His part gives us the HoLy SPIRIT in Con- 
firmation through the laying on of hands of the Bishop. 
We on our part have to profess our readiness (1) To lead 
a good life; (2) To especially prepare both our head and 
heart for a fitting reception of the divine gift. But this is 
not all. We have in addition a contract to sign, 7.¢., to 
renew our baptismal vows which are three, and as we must 
never take a leap in the dark, they should be looked into, 
one by one. 


(ii) Promise No. 1.—This is a promise to renounce all 
that Gop hates under three leaders— Devil; World ; Flesh ; 
Meaning of the word remnciation. 


(iii) The enemies to be considered separately : 

(1) Zhe Devil.—(a) His various titles; (6) He is not 
omnipotent, omnipresent nor omniscient ; (c) He is 
sure to attack ; (¢) Hecan be resisted; distinguish 
temptation and sin; (e) ‘ His works >__what ? 

(2) The World.—(a) What the world is not ; (6) An evil 
influence; (c) Anything that comes between us 
and Gop; (¢) Its operations further defined. 

(3) The Flesh.—A civil foe from within, rather than 
an externalone ; (@) Distinguish between the Flesh 
and the Body; (4) Gluttony, lust, sloth, sins of the 
flesh; (c) The need for watchfulness; (d) The 
fierce nature of the struggle; (e) Firmness. 


Ul 


THE SECOND PROMISE—THE BELIEF IN GOD 
THE FATHER 


I 


He who would lay claim to receive the gift of 
strength which Gop promises to give in 
Confirmation must be prepared not only to 
renounce all that Gop hates; he must be ready 
and anxious also to believe all that Gop teaches. 
He must promise, that is, not only to renounce 
the Devil, the World, and the Flesh, he must 
also pledge himself to believe all the articles of 
the Christian Faith. There are certain definite 
first principles of Faith which the Church has 
received to hold, as to which the servant of Gop 
makes no dispute but receives them as absolute 
starting points in his quest after certain truth. 
Where shall he find all the articles of the 
Christian Faith—these little details as they 
seem each full of Gon’s truth, each linked to 
the other? They are to be found in the 
Catholic Creeds of the Church, which are 
three, the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed and 
Athanasian Creed, of which Article viii affirms 
‘The three creeds, Nicene Creed, Athanasius’s 
Creed, and that which is commonly called the 
Apostles’ Creed, ought thoroughly to be received 
37 
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and believed: for they may be proved by most 
certain warrants of Holy Scripture.’ 

These creeds are only different statements of 
the one Faith, now simpler, now fuller, now with 
added terms of explanation, where heresy or 
error of some kind had made its appearance. 
Almost every word tells, is carefully selected and 
jealously guarded, a turn of the word, a Greek 
dipthong has before now marked the difference 
between truth and error. They contain what 
every Christian man ought to know and believe 
on the greatest of all subjects, that is to say, 
the Being and nature of Gop. Who, as we are 
taught to believe is Three and yet One, One and 
yet Three. Three Persons and one Gop. This 
is a mystery, that is a truth which must needs 
be told us by authority, and which cannot be 
reached by ordinary process of demonstration, 
but which is at the same time no impossibility, 
that is to say does not involve a contradiction. 
In so great and awful a matter illustrations fail - 
and are even dangerous ; but to show that trinity 
and unity is not unthinkable, we may remind 
ourselves that we have an instance of such a 
thing in every ray of white light which finds 
the way through our windows. Every ray of 
white light is composed of three rays, a red, 
yellow and blue. The red ray gives heat, the 
yellow gives light, and the blue is actinic, that 
is, productive of chemical effects. Here is a 
symbolism which might be expanded in 
wonderful ways in thinking of Him, Who has 
been revealed to us as Light; but is simply 
mentioned as an example in everyday life of 
that which at first sight might seem to involve 
a contradiction. 
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Gop is the subject of the Creed, His nature 
and attributes and a summary of His dealings 
with mankind, originally perhaps put in such 
a way that the candidate for Holy Baptism 
might be the easier instructed in the rudiments 
of the Faith, which would be to him a form of 
words of the nature of a watchword by which he 
himself could be distinguished from heretics, 
and himself challenge others of whose orthodoxy 
he might be doubtful. How then do we know 
that the statements of the Creed are true? On 
what authority do we accept them so that we 
are able unhesitatingly to pledge ourselves to 
believe them, and to act on the truth of that 

belief ? 
_ The statements of the Creed came to us on 
the authority of the Church. They are part of 
that tradition of the faith, ‘the Form of teach- 
ing,’* ‘The Rule,’ ? ‘ The Mystery of Godliness,’ * 
“The faith,’ * ‘The deposit,’*® which we read of 
in the Holy Scriptures, which the Church to 
whom CuRIsT promised the guidance of His 
Hoty Sprrir, received to hold. We receive 
scientific truth as the statements of scientific 
men, even when we ourselves are not always 
competent to verify them. We receive the 
great doctrines of our faith as the statement of 
the spiritually scientific Church which has 
received from Curist Himself through the 
power of the Hoty Spirit that deposit of Faith 
which forms our Christian heritage. 

But for the greater confirmation of our faith, 
and for proof, where proof may be had, the 
1 Rom; vi. 17: R.V. 2 Gal. vi. 16. 
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Church has put into our hands that body of 
sacred writings which she has been guided to 
select, guarantee and treasure, forming two 
separate divisions, with one thread connecting 
them into a single revelation, known as the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament, the sacred 
books of the Jewish Church, and the Scriptures 
of the New Testament, which gradually and 
through a period of many years took their way 
to a supreme and exclusive position by the 
accepting verdict of the Church. 

These Sacred Scriptures confirm the Faith, 
and show in a written form the truths on which 
the tradition of the Faith rests. And although 
the Gospel is before the Gospels, and cannot be 
antagonistic to them, yet they afford the means 
whereby everyone can study for himself the 
great truths of the Christian religion. 

Inasmuch therefore as the Bible is the Word 
of Gop, it must never be relegated into 
obscurity or neglected by those who would be 
wise unto salvation. It has been asserted that 
modern criticism has lifted the Bible upon a 
higher plane and made it a more valuable book 
than ever it was. Whatever may be said for 
criticism, this has not been its immediate result. 
Apart from the fact that there is now a great 
deal of criticism which is not scientific and an 
ill-concealed contempt of such passages and 
incidents which are most liable to be mis- 
understood, the Bible is less read than it used 
to be as a book of devotion. It may have been 
that the ark was taken into the battle with 
Philistines when it ought not to have been, as 
a charm and a fetish; but it is still able to 
bless the house of Obed Edom the Gittite 
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where it sojourns. The man who neglects to 
read his Bible and to pray over it is losing 
something out of his life. And therefore it is 
well that he who at his Confirmation promises 
Gop to believe all the Articles of the Christian 
Faith, should fortify himself with some rules as 
to the study of the Bible, and let it take its place 
of honour in his spiritual life. And he will find 
the four following rules of help to him as safe- 
guards in a matter where there is a tendency to 
decline. 

First, let him reverence the Bible. If the 
Bible is the Word of Gop, or even if it contains 
the Word of Gop, or if regard only be had to 
its history and claims, it can never be like any 
other book. The cheap joke at the expense of 
time-honoured histories, the interlarding of 
conversation with misplaced Scriptural words, 
and the feeble pleasantry of inverted expres- 
sions, once honoured, now degraded,—these 
things cannot be done without sin, and only at 
the price of dishonour, and should be avoided 
by one who makes his boast in faithfully be- 
lieving all the articles of the Christian Faith, 
and those documents which support and 
contain them. 

In the second place, a man who reverences the 
Bible will read it. The reverence which merely 
sets it on a pedestal will be unfruitful and 
useless. The Church in its daily round of 
psalms and lessons. leaves no one without 
guidance in the matter. And such a course will 
prove of the greatest help amidst all the 
chequered changes and chances of life, in times 
of tribulation and in times of wealth. — 

Thirdly, he will not merely read it, he will 
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think about it. There are many books published 
which will help a man in the due practice of 
systematic meditation on the Holy Scripture, 
an exercise most profitable for the soul, enabling 
a man for himself to draw out of the treasure of 
the Bible, things new and old, and to bring home 
to his own listening ear the voice of the Lorp 
Gop concerning him. 

And lastly, which is most important of all, he 
will live it. It is in action and as the fruit of 
experience that the truths of the Holy Scriptures 
will make themselves most manifest to those 
that use them. ‘They that fear Thee will be 
glad when they see me: because I have put 
my trust in Thy word.’ ! 

The promise to believe all that Gop teaches 
as the Church has received to hold it, is a wide 
and important one. And in a solemn promise 
like this every word should be weighed and 
considered. At the outset it is well to notice 
that this belief is not merely the assent to a 
fact. To say ‘I believe in Gop’ does not mean 
merely ‘I believe that there is a Gop.’ ‘The 
devils also believe, and tremble.’? To believe 
in Gop beside the assent of the intellect carries 
with it, in addition, an idea of hope, loveand trust. 
In ordinary matters of every day life, to believe 
in a doctor carries with it a readiness to submit 
to his treatment, a belief in a guide will mean 
a complete submission to his guidance. The 
faith which leads me to believe will make me 
realise Gop’s promises as if they were already 
in possession, will enable me to grasp as if they 
were present and visible things as yet unseen 
and incapable of demonstration. It will enable 

f Peiexixe (4. 2S. James ii. 19. 


The Second Promise 43 


me to act as one who is firmly convinced that 
all which Gop says is true and that all that has 
been revealed concerning Him rests on the 
most assured foundations. The Creed therefore 
contains matters of the most vital importance 
which have to be carefully weighed and con- 
sidered by one, who at a solemn moment of his 
life is about to pledge himself not to a mere 
assent to bare abstractions, but to a course of 
conduct which must inevitably be the outcome 
of these beliefs to which he stands committed. 


II 


The Creed quite naturally divides itself into 
three parts, a division which is also followed 
by the Church Catechism, in which the child is 
taught to say, that in the Creed he learns first, 
‘to believe in Gop the Farsrr, Who hath 
made me, and all the world. Secondly, in Gop 
the Son, Who hath redeemed me, and all man- 
kind.” ‘Thirdly, in Gop the Hoty Guosr, 
Who sanctifieth me, and all the elect people of 
Gop.’ 

It will be well therefore to consider now the 
first division only of the Creed, which has to do 
with Gop the Fatser, the first person in the 
Blessed Trinity. 

1. To express belief in Gop under the attribute 
‘Faruer’ commits us to three truths concern- 
ing Him. 

We accept first of all under the title the great 
truth wherein He has been pleased to exhibit 
Himself as the Father of our Lorp Jesus Curisv. 
The revelation of the Faraer in the mystery of 
the Holy Trinity is set forth at some length in 
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the valuable statements of the Athanasian Creed, 
expressing as far as human thought and 
language can, the relation of Farner and Son in 
the Godhead. We come to more familiar 
ground, when under this title we accept Him 
as the Father of this world and of all mankind. 
We recognise that Genesis in its sublime 
language sets before us facts which rise above 
geology and natural history, in a statement 
whose first object is to convey to us in mystical 
terms the meaning of creation and the position 
of man in the universe as a kind of first 
fruits of Gop’s creatures. We recognise in 
the books of the Old Testament in Law, Psalms 
and Prophet, still the evolution of Gop’s fatherly 
purpose of restoration and redemption of that 
which was fallen and lost. A study of the Old 
Testament is of great spiritual importance for 
any one who would seek to know Gop’s purpose 
and the working out of His Fatherly providence 
towards us. And so it is often found that they 
who come to study the great truths of our 
salvation with a view to prepare for the ordin- 
ance of Confirmation, discover that an adequate 
and devout study of the Old Testament helps 
them to a fuller comprehension of Gon’s dealings 
with men in His Church, and that the fruit- 
bearing trees of the Gospel have their roots in 
the Old Testament. 

Further, to believe in Gop the FatiHeEr, sets 
us at once in that relation towards Him, which 
enables us to say out of a true heart the Lorp’s 
Prayer, which helps us to feel ‘Thou O Gop 
hast taught me from my youth up until now.’ 
Which makes us recognise our vocation, the 
being called upon to live and work for Him - 
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the true meaning of Providence or Gop’s tender 
love and care towards us in all the changing 
scenes of our life: while above all it helps us 
to attain the sense of His overshadowing 
Presence. ‘Thou Gop seest me.’ If Gop is 
my Farner, He gives me all to which a son is 
entitled, we are ever with Him, and all that He 
has is ours: while if we wander from the 
protection and peace of home we feel that His 
love is still ours, and that He will receive the 
returning prodigal, in a fulness of restoration 
which the very angels in Heaven rejoice to 
witness. 

2. We go on to say, and to promise, that we 
believe, that Gop is Almighty. We must be 
careful to rescue this term from the conventional 
familiarity of a well known attribute of Gop. 
To believe that Gop is Almighty postulates a 
certain attitude on our part, and secures us in 
the enjoyment of certain privileges. 

If we believe that Gop is Almighty, without 
doubt we shall pray to Him. We shall believe 
that there is nothing too great or too hard for the 
Lorp, and equally we shall believe that there is 
nothing too small. When the boy Augustine 
prayed at school to escape flogging, he had 
learned the principle of bringing all his troubles 
before Gop in prayer, which afterwards brought 
him to conversion and to the throne of saintli- 
ness. With our lips we profess to believe the 
omnipotence of Gop, but in works we deny it. 
S. Christopher in the beautiful legend of the 
Church determined to offer his giant strength 
only to the strongest man. We are told how he 
joined himself to a mighty warrior to fight his 
battles and share his triumphs, until one night 
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he found him on his knees praying. ‘Why do 
you pray?’ said Christopher. ‘ Because,’ said 
the warrior, ‘if I did not pray, I should fear the 
devil and his assaults.’ ‘Then you have de- 
ceived me,’ he replied. ‘You are not the strong | 
man I took you for, there is one stronger than 
you, I leave your service that I may serve Satan.’ 
We see him finding Satan without difficulty, 
helping him in his terrible assaults against 
which the strong seemed to be powerless, and 
before which all bowed. It was a service of 
shame and dread, but undoubtedly his master 
was strong. Then one night as they were 
returning from the horrors of a burning city, 
their way lay past a churchyard, and Satan with 
blasphemies on his lips, swerved aside refusing 
to pass the Cross, while he hurled his hatred 
against the Crucified. ‘Once more, have I been 
deceived,’ said Christopher. ‘Satan is not the 
strongest man, he is afraid of Curist, and there- 
fore I leave him to serve Curist Whom he fears.’ 
The legend tells us of Christopher’s long quest 
for Curist, Whom he failed to find, seek as he 
might, until an old hermit told him that if he 
occupied himself in doing some act of mercy he 
would surely find Him. And so by the hermit’s 
advice he stationed himself by a river’s bank, 
where there was no bridge, and devoted himself 
to carrying over pilgrims on his shoulders for 
the love of Gop. One evening, so runs the 
story, when he had already carried many over 
and was resting from his labours, a little child 
tapped at his door, and besought him to carry 
him over for the love of Gop. Christopher 
hesitated, but at length yielding to His impor- 
tunity, he placed Him on his shoulders and 
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entered the stream. When, as they were now 
in the midst of the channel, the child grew 
heavier and heavier, and Christopher laboured 
to reach the bank in fear and amazement. 
Then the little Child leaped off his back, sur- 
rounded with a blaze of light, and said ‘I am 
Curist. You have carried your strongest 
Master, and if you persist in doing acts of 
kindness and love for My sake you shall be My 
servant.’ The legend expresses a truth which 


_ we are slow to learn, that power belongs unto 


Gop, and that the Almightiness of the Almighty 
sometimes veils itself under humble surround- 
ings, so that the Gop in Whom we trust appears 
but as a child. 

We do not believe that Gop is Almighty, if 
we fear man more than we fear Him. The 
temptation which tried Daniel comes to others 
in various forms. Daniel who believed in the 
Almightiness of the Almighty knelt down and 
said his prayers openly in spite of the king’s 
decree. We too often obey man to avoid con- 
sequences, showing a practical unbelief in the 
power of Gop to defend us. 

If we fear the devil more than Gop we do 
not believe that Gop is Almighty. One who 
goes trembling, unable to emancipate himself 
from the bonds of an evil custom, because he 
believes it to be impossible, does not believe 
that Gop is strong enough to break off the 
chains of a bad habit. Gop to him is not the 
strongest Master. 

Or is it one who is bent low with fear and 
anxiety under the pressure of those evils, which 
are the worst of all evils, the evils which never 
come ?—He again does not believe that Gop is 
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Almighty. He will pray to Him, it may be, to 
avert some great national calamity, but he 
practically believes Him to be powerless to re- 
move the trouble from his life, or the difficulty 
from his path. When I say I believe in Gop 
tHE Faraer Atmicuty and pledge myself to 
this belief, it means that I fear Him more than 
I fear devil or man or any mischance in the 
world. I fear Him Who is stronger than the 
strong. He is my Master, and I will be His 
servant. 

But the pledge of the Creed goes still farther. 
Iam bound by its terms, not only to believe 
in the Fatherhood of Gop, and the power of 
Gop, but also in the ownership of Gop. He 
is the Fatuer, the Almighty, but also He is ‘the 
Maker of Heaven and Earth.’ 

All the earth and all things that are therein 
belong therefore to Gop. How reverent then 
ought man to be amidst all the creatures which 
are the handiwork of Gop. The most careless 
man hesitates to injure or deface anything 
which belongs to him who being owner has 
entrusted to him his property as a loan. 
Christians have been somewhat slow to learn 
that there is something more than even the 
dictates of pity, which bids us be kind to 
animals. Gop feeds the ravens, and cares for 
the sparrows, and clothes the lilies, and man 
must therefore walk with reverence and tender- 
ness aS a mere tenant-at-will in Gon’s creation. 
He must not injure neither must he waste. Hehas 
been placed in this world from its beginning as 
its keeper and dresser, with rights over animals 
and with duties towards them. The creature 
shares his fall and also shares his life, as it 
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waits with upturned head for that which is to 
roll away its failure and lift it to a share in 
man’s redemption. 

To believe thus in the Fatherhood of Gop, 
in His power, in His ownership, will lift a man 
at once to a higher level. He ceases to be an 
irresponsible atom, labouring for his own hand ; 
he becomes a worker together with Gop. 


Notes on Chapter III jor use in Instruction 


The Second Promise is to believe all the articles of the 
Christian Faith, z.¢., all that the Church teaches. 

i) (1) This is to be found in the Creed, which takes 
three forms—The Apostles’ ; The Nicene; The Athanasian 
(see Art. viii); (2) The subject of the Creed is the Being of 
Gop, and His attributes. The Holy Trinity—what? The 
substance of the Creed comes to us on the authority of the 
Church; (3) The position of the Bible as regards the 
Creed—our duty to the Bible—(a)\To reverence it; (4) To 
read it; (c) To think about it; (d) To live by it; (4) Belief 
—what? ‘believe in’—more than mere assent. 

(ii) The Creed is divided into three parts—(see Church 
Catechism). The first of the three considered in this 
lecture. 

(1) God the Father.—(a) The FATHER of our Lorp 
Jesus CurisT; (6) The MAKER of the World; 
(c) Our FATHER. 

(2) Almighty.—-Importance of this belief, leading to 
prayer; forbidding us to believe in any divided 
empire or to fear the devil, man or self, more than 
Gop. 

(3) Maker of Heaven and Earth.—The ownership of 
Gop. Therefore reverence must be shown to 
creatures, and there must be right use of them. 


IV 


THE BELIEF IN GOD THE SON 


Ir in promising to believe all the articles of 
the Christian Faith, the servant of Gop pledges 
himself to believe in Gop the Farner Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and earth: he also pledges 
himself to believe in Gop the Son Who has 
redeemed him and all mankind. 

If the belief in Gop the Fataer involved 
a belief in the Creation and ordered purpose 
of the world, the belief in Gop the Son involves 
a belief in the whole history and scheme of 
Redemption as set forth in the dogmatic — 
tradition of the Church and exhibited in the 
pages of the Gospels. As we study the history 
of thé Creation of the world framed and 
fashioned by the will of Gop in the beginning 
and pronounced to be very good, we are made 
aware of the frustration of the purposes of Gop 
which was brought about by the Fall. With 
the Fall the doom of failure passed in upon 
the world, and sin and death entered on their 
reign. But in Genesis itself there is a first 
Gospel ; and the promise of restoration follows 
hard upon the Fall. The Old Testament 
develops in detail the promise of and the pre- 
parations for the Saviour, Whose mission it was 
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to rectify the world’s ruin. We may say 
with reverence that anyone who so undertook 
to restore the world would have to do two 
things, to atone for the past and to guard 
against danger in the future. 

It is not sufficient for the Good Samaritan to 
compassionate the wounded traveller, to go to 
him, to bind up his wounds pouring in oil and 
wine. He must further set him on his own 
beast, and take him to an inn where care shall 
be taken of him and provision made for him, 
that his strength may be restored, and his way 
made plain for the future. 

The Divine Redeemer came into the world 
therefore as an Atoner and a Sanctifier. 


‘He died that we might be forgiven : 
He died to make us good, 

That we might go at last to Heaven 
Saved by His precious Blood.’ 


To this end Gop became man in the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity, and took upon 
Him human nature in the womb of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. As it is written, ‘The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Faruer,) full of grace and truth.’ * 

Or again, it was said to Mary ‘The Hoty 
Guost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee, therefore 
also that Holy Thing which shall be born of 
thee shall be called the Son of Gop.’’ So that 
in Jesus CuRIST we recognise but one person, 
and that person is Gop, with two natures, a 


' §. John i. 14. 2 8. Luke i. 35. 
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divine anda human. ‘Perfect Gop, and perfect 
Man: of a reasonable soul and human flesh 
subsisting.’ 

He that believes in Jesus CuRIST, must 
believe in the historical truth of those records 
which the Church inspired by the Hoty Guost 
has given to the world. 

In a carefully selected family in a selected 
tribe, of a selected race, was chosen one who 
by divine election and by her own consent, 
should be the Mother of Gop incarnate, whose 
name was Mary. To her dwelling at Nazareth 
when the fulness of time was come the Angel 
Gabriel was sent from Gop to announce to her 
Gop’s precious purpose, and to obtain her 
assent. To whom Mary out of her troubled 
astonishment answers, ‘Behold the handmaid of 
the Lorp ; be it unto me according to Thy word.”’ 
By divine interposition acting through the 
decree of Cesar Augustus, the sacred birth was 
brought about in fulfilment of prophecy at 
Bethlehem, the city of David. Mary being 
bethrothed to Joseph, shared his privileges, 
and obtained his fatherly protection for Him, 
Who born of no human nuptials, was at the 
same time the Son of a Virgin, and the Son of 
Gop. In His infancy He is visited by wise 
men from the East, who came to pay Him 
homage, He is circumcised on the eighth day, 
like any other Jewish boy, He is presented in 
the Temple, and His mother is purified. He 
escapes into Egypt from the jealous fury of 
Herod, and at length is brought to live at 
Nazareth, where with the exception of an 
episode in which He appears at Jerusalem in 

tS. Luke i. 38. 


The Belief in God the Son 53 


the Temple, with His mother and S. Joseph, 
He dwells at Nazareth in subjection, working 
in the carpenter’s shop until the day arrives for 
His manifestation to Israel. 

At the age of thirty, as it is thought, He 
enters on His ministry. Seeking John the 
Baptist, who had been preparing the way 
before Him, He is baptised in the River Jordan 
and miraculously declared to be the Son of 
Gop. He is tempted by the devil in the wilder- 
ness; and then gathering round Him twelve 
disciples, whom He called apostles, He com- 
mences the proclamation of the Kingdom, 
teaching the people largely by the use of 
parables, and proclaiming His authority by 
signs and miracles. At the end probably ofabout 
three years, He is betrayed by the jealousy and 
misunderstanding of the Jews to the Roman 
civil power, on a charge of treason and 
blasphemy. He is crucified on Mount Calvary, 
buried in a new tomb provided by Joseph of 
Arimathea, and on the third day He rises 
miraculously from the grave, and manifesting 
Himself to His apostles during a period of 
forty days, lays the foundation of that Kingdom, 
whose organisation He had already sketched, 
and enriched with two great sacraments; and 
then in their sight ascends from the Mount 
of Olives into Heaven, to take His place at the 
right hand of the Farner, where ‘He ever liveth 
to make intercession for us.’ * 

How then does Jusus Curist perform those 
two acts of atonement and sanctification which 
were necessary in one who would redeem the 
world ? 

1 Heb. vii. 25. 
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As the Perfect Man, with perfect sympathy, 
He addresses Himself to the alleviation of the 
sorrows of the world which are there because of 
sin. Round the sacred pool of Curist’s Blood 
lie a great number of impotent folk, blind, 
halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the 
water. There is no need to emphasise the 
greatness of the need or the malignity of the 
wound which attracts the tender love of the 
good Samaritan. ‘Whata glad world this looks 
like’ says the writer of a great romance, ‘as 
one drives or rides along the valleys and over 
the hills. I have often thought so when in 
foreign countries .. . I have come on something 
by the roadside... an image of a great Agony, 
the Agony of the Cross. It has stood perhaps 
by the clustering apple-blossoms, or in the 
broad sunshine by the corn fields, or a turning 
by the wood, where a clear brook was gurgling 
below, and surely if there came a traveller to 
this world, who knew nothing of the story of 
man’s life upon it, this image of a great Agony 
would seem to him strangely out of place in 
the midst of this joyous nature. He would not 
know that hidden behind the apple-blossoms, 
or among the golden corn, or under the spread- 
ing boughs of the wood, there might be a 
human heart beating heavily with anguish . . . 
Such things are sometimes hidden among the 
sunny fields and behind the blossoming 
orchards. No wonder man’s religion has much 
sorrow in it. No wonder he needs a suffering 
Gop.’' But atoning love does not expend itself 
on mere sympathy. As the good Samaritan 
went and acted out a scheme of benevolence, so 

1 George Eliot, Adam Bede. 
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Curist our Redeemer puts into practice His 
sympathetic love. He comes with a message 
of good news as a Saviour, not with a message 
of good advice as a Reformer. The gift which 
Curist brings is the divine gift of power. 
The Gospel is ‘the power of Gop unto salva- 
tion.’* Man appealed to Heaven with his two 
strong cries: the cry for forgiveness under 
the sense of a burden of guilt, which he was 
powerless to remove ; and the cry for goodness ; 
that passionate cry for deliverance from the 
shame, the miserable weakness, the bitterness 
of always doing wrong. He cries aloud not 
only for the power merely of admiring, 
sympathising with, wishing for what is good, 
but of doing it. 

And so the Cross of Curist offers not only 
sympathy, the sympathy which comes from 
fellow-suffering, but from the power which 
comes from reparation and atonement, the 
divine atonement for sin. 

There He hangs, the Lamb of Gop that 
taketh away the sin of the world. Sin in this 
exhibition of love and sacrifice is represented to 
us in its true colour as a bar between us and Gop, 
a bar only to be removed by the self-surrender, 
death and satisfaction of the Son of Gop, Who 
represented at the same time all the human 
race. The whole world could not meet together 
like some vast congregation of penitents and 
make reparation, but nevertheless it does 
make a real and all sufficient reparation through 
its great Representative. All mankind suffers 
in Him Who alone could be the Representative 
of the world as it ought to be in the eyes of 

1 Rom. i. 16, 
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Gop, because in Himself sinless He represented 
the ideal world, while in Himself taking upon 
Himself the sins of the world, and ‘made sin 
for us, Who knew no sin’—-He represented the 
actual world. So He saves us from the guilt, 
the punishment and the power of sin. And if 
ever we are tempted to think lightly of sin or 
to minimise the greatness of the struggle, if we 
think we can saunter into Heaven, or reach 
there on the wings of a hymn, or by the uplift- 
ing influence of an aspiring sentiment, then we 
need only to look at the image of the Crucified. 
‘It cost more to redeem their souls.’ ‘It is a 
work to be good.’ But Curist’s compassion 
does not stay here. His work is a finished 
work. The good Samaritan does not rest 
content with binding up the wounds, pouring 
in oil and wine. He must remove the 
wounded man out of his dangers, and raise 
him above his weaknesses. The good Samaritan, 
as we have seen, sets him on his own beast 
because he could not walk alone, and takes 
him to an inn where he shall be free from 
the immediate perils of the way, and makes 
provision for his sustenance and _ future 
care. 

Accordingly we recognise the second feature 
in the great plan of Redemption, that following 
on the Atonement and coming out of it there is 
a scheme of sanctification provided for fallen 
men. Beside the Cross of the Atonement there 
is Curist’s Kingdom as realised in His Church, 
which He founded to help man with supernatural 
grace and strength. So that it may be said, 
with reverence, that the Church of sanctification 

1 Ps. xlix. 8, 
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formed part of Cuxrist’s divine plan equally 
with the Atonement. The Gospels are full of 
allusion to Curist’s Kingdom ; it is illustrated 
in parables, its laws and principles are given 
in the Sermon on the Mount. For forty days 
after His Resurrection He was instructing His 
apostles in its details and working. ‘Being 
seen of them forty days, and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of Gop.’! 
This Church is Curist’s Body, and Curist’s 
Spouse, and acts in the spiritual sphere, very 
much as in the matters of this life does a 
club or benefit society.’ 

The weakness and imperfection of our nature 
_is organic. It is never ignored or made light 
of in Holy Scripture. And the whole Church is 
built up on the assumption that man is weak, 
and from his cradle to his grave will need such 
help as can be given him. And there is a 
farther assumption, that man is not left to 
himself in this matter, but is actively attacked 
by spiritual foes of extreme malignity, and 
supernatural intelligence; and that ina spiritual 
warfare of this kind, mere good advice and 
precepts of morality are not sufficient. Men 
knowing what is right, do what is wrong 
and therefore a whole system of grace is 
necessary, whereby spiritual help can be afforded 
for the spiritual combat. 

We shall have occasion to see later on how 
much stress is laid on Holy Baptism by the 
Church, a stress which is unintelligible and 
exaggerated, if this Sacrament be merely an 
initiatory rite, whereby Church members are 


1 Acts i. 3. 
2 See Author’s Our Church, (Mowbray & Co.) 
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admitted with a symbolical and interesting 
ceremony into a human society. 

But if it be remembered that many of our 
human failures come from evils which take 
their rise in heredity, or in some inherent flaw 
of nature, it will be seen at once how important 
it is that at the forefront of Christian life, should 
be a Sacrament which deals with original sin, 
and the transmitted propensities to evil— ‘ Ye 
must be born again,’ is a saying which if once 
taken out of the region of barren controversy 
will be seen to meet the inherent difficulties 
which wait upon the soul’s aspiration after 
goodness. 

Strength again is the ever recurring need of 
human life as it struggles along its course beaten 
by the rough waves of this troublesome world. 
And it has already been seen, how very far 
removed from a picturesque renewing of vows, 
or an assertion of self-sufficient strength of pur- 
pose, is the solemn ordinance of Confirmation, 
which follows upon the ordinance of Holy Bap- 
tism, making effective the new life of grace, in the 
presence of much that is waiting to destroy it. 
And sin will always have to be reckoned with 
while man remains what he is, with all its 
baffling intensity and its sudden collapse. 
Clearly there is a great need here of some up- 
lifting power, of a voice to comfort, of a hand to 
raise, of a strength too which can come to the 
rescue of weakness: when in shame and con- 
fusion the sinner is ready to renounce the 
struggle, and retire from the unequal strife. 
The attack which is persistently made upon the 
doctrine of Absolution, shows the power which 
Satan knows this divine grace to be in restoring 
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and raising up the sinner. Those who listen 
to the gross aspersions and insinuations which 
are made against it, would do well to lift this 
doctrine once more out of the region of con- 
troversy, and to study the exquisite tenderness 
and power of an ordinance of divine grace, 
which more than anything else has the power 
of restoring self-respect and renewed life, in 
the victim of sin. So once more with the 
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. The earnest 
Christian knows how difficult it is to grow in 
grace, how tender are the plants of virtue, and 
how persistent are the enemies which menace 
the spiritual life. Here we have much more 
than a commemoration of a past event in the 
Church’s history, however memorable and 
important that event may be. The Sacrament 
of the Altar is the Sacrament of a present 
Curist, where He Himself enters the storm- 
tossed ship and working with His own hands 
all the complicated machinery of our personality 
supplies a will within our will, and power 
within our own feebleness to bring safely to 
the looked-for haven the life which is directed 
and strengthened by Him. Here once more, 
He is the General who throws Himself with His 
forces of relief into the beleagured citadel of 
our soul, to be our defence and our refuge and 
0 save us out of the hand of our enemies. 

There is nothing omitted by the wisdom of 
our Lorp in the provisions made in His divine 
society for the well-being of man. Marriage, 
which is the very foundation of society, has 
long been made the especial object of attack by 
Satan. He attacks the purity of men and 
women to vitiate if it may be, the transmission 
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of life at its fountain head, licentiousness has 
well nigh succeeded in many cases in obliter- 
ating the extreme solemnity, beauty and purity 
of purpose which belongs to the sacred union 
by Gop of man and woman into the one life, 
bound by an inseparable bond. Here once 
more the Sacrament of Marriage, not only 
witnesses to the solemnity and indissolubility 
of the union, but also gives the divine blessing 
by which this sacred bond may tend to become 
more and more like the union mystical and 
wonderful, which binds Curist to His Church. 
As Curist blesses and regenerates the first 
beginning of infant life, so in this mystery He 
consecrates the foundation of the family by an 
ordinance of extreme sanctity and solemnity, 
which opposes itself to all the frivolity and 
levity of purpose wherewith men have trifled 
with that in which they were most designed to 
be in their measure, images of the CrEaTor. 

‘Is any sick among you? Let him call for the 
elders of the Church; and let them pray over 
him, annointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lorp. And the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lorp shall raise him up: and if 
he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven 
him.’? So, even at the last hour, the Church 
which started him on life’s journey, and pro- 
tected him through all its vicissitudes, waits 
and watches to calm, soothe and relieve his 
hour of weakness, and his moment of last and 
extreme necessity. 

Thus is exhibited to us in a carefully designed 
plan, a system of provision, defence and pro- 
gressive grace, which can bring about in the 

18. James v. 14, 15. 
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Christian that sanctification of life, which 
equally with the Atonement, it was the mission 
of Curisr to bring. It would be idle to forget 
that large sections of the followers of Curist 
either repudiate altogether, or modify or in 
some way alter, this exquisitely adjusted plan 
which we receive as from Curist Himself. 
With some it would seem to interpose a mediator 
between the Mediator and man, and so to 
remove the right of approach to the throne 
which belongs to every citizen of Curist’s 
Kingdom. ‘I will have no one between me 
and Gop,’ sounds a fair and reverent statement, 
but in reality casts a slur on the wisdom 
and providence of Gop, Who without doubt has 
acted in the past through intermediary agents, 
and does so habitually at the present day. We 
do not refuse to avail ourselves of the skill of 
the physician, or to receive the health which 
comes from Gop, through the interposing hands 
of a fellow man. There are priests of science, 
priests of wealth, priests of politics. It is 
Gop’s habitual custom, as it would seem, to 
store in the hands of a minority, especially 
endowed for the purpose, the blessings, physical, 
mental and spiritual, which He wills to bestow 
on the majority of mankind. And even in 
spiritual things those who are most opposed to 
sacramental grace, are ready enough to receive 
warning, exhortation and advice from one who, 
to this extent, comes between them and Gop. 
There is a coming-between which is obstruction, 
but there is also a coming-between which means 
an increased facility of blessing. It is not 
always a sign of humility if a man refuses the 
ministration of servants. One who will only 
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be waited on by the master himself, is like 
Naaman of old, on the high way to miss his 
blessings. 

It is equally idle to say, that church or no 
church is a matter of indifference. To say that 
whatever path we pursue, we are all going 
the same way, is to act in a manner which would 
be repudiated in anything else but religion. 
The mountaineer by no means holds it as an 
indifferent matter, how he is to set out on his 
expedition. The unscientific amateur, who sets 
out without suitable provision, guides or 
porters, may be going the same way as himself, 
but excites his compassion as one who will 
inevitably fail in his purpose and perhaps lose 
his life, simply because he neglects the pre- 
cautions which a wider experience has found 
necessary, and placed at his disposal. Quite 
apart from this, it may be asserted without 
presumption, that there is a higher type of 
spiritual life which is open through the 
sacramental system, than there is without it. 

It does not follow, by any means, that he 
who makes full use of the provision of Curist’s 
Church, will be a better man than one who 
does not. 

A nominal Churchman, who does not corres- 
pond to grace, may very easily be surpassed by 
one who is sincere and earnest in following out 
that religious faith, albeit less elaborate and 
sacramental, which he has received to hold. In 
making any comparison of this kind, the 
examples to be compared must be the best of 
their kind. And then it will be found, almost 
indubitably, that union with Curist which is 
the underlying virtue of the sacramental life 
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produces not only the good moral conversation 
of the respectable average man, but adds to it a 
higher type of spiritual excellence, which 
belongs to those, who say not only with their 
lips, but in their lives, I believe in JxEsus 
Curist. 


Notes on Chapter IV for use in Instruction 


The belief in Gop the Son, Who hath redeemed me and 
all mankind. 

This belief involves an acceptance of the history 
and purpose of Redemption. 


(1) Zhe Fall and consequent necessity for Redemption— 
Atonement ; Sanctification ; the two necessities for 
fallen man. 

(2) Zhe Incarnation.—A short statement of the life 
and death of our LorD JESUS CHRIST. 

(3) Redemption as wrought by the Sacrifice on the 

Cross; (a) The sympathy of the REDEEMER ; 

(6) The power of the REDEEMER; (c) The meaning 

and efficacy of Redemption. 

Sancttification.—This brought about through the 

Church. The rationale of the Church’s system ; 

(1) Holy Baptism; (2) Confirmation ; (3) Absolu- 

tion ; (4) Holy Communion ; (5) Holy Marriage ; 

(6) The Ministry to the sick; (7) The Ministry. 

(5) Objections considered—(a) The Human Element ; 
(6) Liberty of Choice. 

(6) The Sacramental and the non-Sacramental life. 


— 


(4 


Vv 


THE BELIEF IN GOD THE HOLY GHOST 


Tue Christian is pledged by the terms of the 
creed which he accepts to believe in the Third 
Person of the Holy Trinity known as the Hoty 
Guost; Who in the words of the Church Cate- 
chism ‘sanctifieth me and all the elect people 
of Gop.’ 

There is a difficulty in many minds, which 
prevents them from making this profession of 
faith real. The Hoty Guost seems to be an 
unreal abstraction invented by theological 
minds, not a living Person. Our Lorp JEsus 
lived and taught in human form, but the Hoty 
GuHost seems to be remote from what is familiar 
to us. We can move and walk in our daily 
path without any practical consciousness of His 
presence. St Paul when he was at Ephesus 
found certain ill-instructed disciples, who had 
not so much as heard whether there were any 
Hoty Guost.’ And there are many like them, 
even among those who come to seek His grace 
in Confirmation. If they have heard of Him, at 
least He is not real to them, and enters little, if 
at all, into their devotional life. 

Who then is the Hoty Guosr that we may 
believe in Him ? 

Acts xixe 1,7 
64 
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And notice the form of the question, ‘Who is 
He ?’ not ‘What is it?’ The Hoty Guost isa 
distinct person, as real as Gop the Faruer and 
Gop the Soy, not the Spirit of the Farner, as 
we might speak of the spirit of a man, as part 
of his composite nature. 

If we search the Holy Scriptures we shall find 
traces and revelations there of His Person and 
Work. 

In the Old Testament dimly, the Spirit of 
Gop moves upon the face of the waters of chaos, 
bringing order out of confusion.’ The Sprrir 
of Gop comes upon Moses, or on Elijah or Elisha, 
on this man or that. We find His Person and 
work there implied as an underlying influence, 
rather than described. 

But in the New Testament it is different. 
Here are three great manifestations of His 
Presence. At our Blessed Lorp’s Baptism, He 
appears ‘in a bodily shape like a dove upon 
Him.’”’ At the first Pentecost after the Ascen- 
sion He is manifested in the sound of a rushing 
mighty wind, and also in the appearance of 
cloven tongues like as of fire. While our 
Blessed Lorp in the great discourses of the 
Supper Room as recorded by S. John, speaks 
of Him as another Comforter or Advocate such 
as He Himself, Who would be sent from the 
Farner to abide with the Church, to teach it 
and enlighten it, the Spirit of Truth proceeding 
from the Fatrurr.’ S. Paul speaks of the Spirit 
as helping our infirmities.” He asks ‘ Know ye 
not that ye are the temple of Gop, and that the 
1 Gen. i. 2. 28. Luke iii. 22. 3 Acts ii. 2, 3. 

4S. John xiv., xv., Xvi. 5 Rom. viii. 26. 
E 
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Spirit of Gop dwelleth in you?’’ He tells us 
again ‘as many as are led by the Spirir of Gop, 
they are the sons of Gop,’’ while in many 
other passages he unfolds the doctrine of this 
great mystery. And hence we understand the 
terms of Our Blessed Lorp’s great commission 
to His apostles. ‘Go ye therefore, and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into 
the name of the Faraer and of the Son and of 
the Hoty Guost; teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.’ ® 

The faith of the Christian must be however 
a living and a practical faith ; a barren ortho- 
doxy is of little avail. If we are to believe in 
the Hoty Guost therefore as a factor in our 
religious life, it ought to be possible for us to 
come into vital contact with Him in our daily 
life, to trace His presence and feel His help in 
the struggles which mark our progress, as an 
aid against the infirmities which hinder it. 

And it will be possible to show that there 
are four ‘places, four main departments of our 
experience where we are brought face to face 
with the beneficence and power which belong 
to the personal guidance of the Hoty Guost. 


I 


First of all in this beautiful world of Gop’s 
creating, we may be conscious of a Power 
ordering and guiding all things. As the writer 
of the Book of Wisdom says, ‘The Spirit of the 


11 Cor. iii. 16. ‘2 Rom. viii. 14. 
3S. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. (R.V.) 
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Lorp filleth the world: and that which con- 
taineth all things hath knowledge of the voice.’* 

When the old Greeks looked out on the 
universe, and saw its wonderful adaptation, and 
its laws of regulated force, they gave it the name 
of Cosmos, or order, as if that were the most 
distinguishing characteristic stamped upon its 
working. The inspired Psalmist no less as he 
gazed upon the works of Gop around him broke 
out into a song of praise in honour of the divine 
beauty and glory. ‘The heavens declare the 
glory of Gop: and the firmament sheweth His 
handy-work.’* How beautiful the world is, 
how wonderful in its ordered work. GoD sur- 
rounds us with beauty in tree and flower and 
_ bird, in sea and mountain, river and valley. 
When Jenny Lind, as men still love to call her, 
was shown the lovely expanse of the range of 
Snowdon across the Menai Straits, she sank 
down on a rock and burst into the strain, ‘O 
all ye works of the Lorp, bless ye the Lorp: 
praise Him and magnify Him for ever.’ We 
may grope with the microscope, or search with 
the telescope, still there is the same wonderful 
revelation of beauty and order working out the 
law of Gop. 

Well may we feel that here we are in the 
presence of that same Spirit, Who once brooding 
over the deep brought order out of chaos. If 
there was more of the spirit of reverence in our 
lives, as of those who move continually in t’:e 
presence of One Who vests Himself with beauty, 
and'calls us through His Glory, we should be able 
to check more that spirit of ugliness which is 

' Wisdom i. 7. 2B a; xine) Ie 
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the characteristic of sin, which pushes its way 
through ugly sights and ugly sounds, towards 
the ugliness of degradation of body and soul, 
which is the complete reversal of Gop’s purpose 
in Creation. And idleness no less, or selfishness 
or malice, would be as it were an injury of the 
machinery of the world, or a hindrance to its 
working. He who sins throws his own life out 
of gear. He who injures another by his sin is 
injuring the work of the Spirit oforder. Hehas 
made it impossible that he should be as one 
‘who works together with Gop. 


II 


But the presence and power of the Hoty 
Spirit may be found in more intimate ways than 
this. There is a voice and influence of the 
Hoty Spirit within the heart of each of us; in 
which we are accustomed to recognize the fulfil- 
ment, partially at least, of our Blessed Lorp’s 
promise, ‘He,’ the Hoty Spirit, ‘dwelleth with 
you, and shall be in you.’ * 

It is often said that the voice of conscience is 
the voice of the Hory Spirit, and yet perhaps 
put in this broad way the statement is hardly 
accurate. ‘The Hoy Sprrir can and does speak 
through the conscience, and yet at the same 
time it would be wrong to say that always in 
every case to hear conscience is to hear the voice 
of the Hory Spirit. 

For what is conscience? Here it is easier to 
feel what we mean as regards an impression, 
when we talk of conscience, than to define or 

1S. John xiv. 17. 
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account for it. The name given to it in our 
language from the Latin in so far as it defines 
the common experience and testimony of man- 
kind, would seem to indicate either that it was 
a simultaneous knowledge, (con sctentia) or else 
an intense knowledge (conscientia), pointing, 
that is, as some have thought, to a knowledge 
of the obligations of Gop’s Law of right and 
wrong, and a simultaneous knowledge of our 
actions as agreeing or disagreeing with that law ; 
or simply an intense, a higher form of knowledge 
sitting in Judgment on our several actions, and 
appraising them by an implanted instinct. If 
this be so, here is a faculty, if it be a faculty, 
which the Hoty Sprrir can use, and which if it be 
kept true, may form the medium of His divine 
warnings and encouragements to the individual 
heart. So that to the good man, it becomes in 
deed and in truth the voice of Gop speaking 
within him. But obviously such a faculty must 
be of a very delicate nature and subject to errors 
and deflexions, if it be not carefully watched. It 
would be necessary therefore to insist on two or 
three safeguards, if the voice of conscience is thus 
to become to us the Voice of Gop. 

Tn the first place, a good man will never trifle 
with his conscience. So delicate an instrument 
may easily be injured. If the conscience says 
this or that is wrong we dare not pursue it. If 
it says, this is right and should be done, we 
dare not leave it. If we neglect the indications 
which conscience gives in any case, the next time 
the voice speaks, the warning or encouragement 
is fainter. Balaam is definitely forbidden by the 
Voice of Gop to go with the princes of Balak, but 
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when he trifles with the message, and seeks to 
gain Gop’s permission to do wrong, the next time 
the indication is less clear, and he is even 
allowed to follow his evil course up to the point 
of a wrathful and direct interference which he 
could not misinterpret. It is possible that if the 
trifling with conscience continues, it may become 
permanently useless and even a false guide. 
There is such a thing as a man who goes 
conscientiously wrong, who puts evil for good 
and good for evil, bitter for sweet and sweet for 
bitter, darkness for light, and light for darkness. 
In spite of the terrible episode in which he 
found himself persecuting Curist, S. Paul was 
able to say when he stood before the council, 
‘I have lived in all good conscience before Gop 
until this day.’* It is not unknown for a 
gallant ship to be steered scientifically upon the 
rocks, in obedience to the direction of a compass, 
which has became useless or is in some way 
deflected. : 
In the second place, the conscience must be 
kept informed, that is, sensitive to the subtle 
grades of that which constitutes right and wrong. 
It is by no means unknown, for people to say, 
even in cases of obvious.and serious misde- 
meanour or even sin: ‘I did not know that it 
was wrong.’ ‘There have been people who have 
asserted that they have never broken one of 
Gop’s Commandments in their lives ; whereas it 
would probably turn out that taking the standard 
of interpretation adopted by our Blessed 
Lorp in the Sermon on the Mount, there would 
be few which they had not failed to observe. 
1 Acts xxiii. 1. 
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The fact being, that evil in both cases had been 
associated only with outward forms of sin, with 
sin taken in its most extreme’development as in 
the ten Commandments, and not with all those 
refinements of evil with which the careful soldier 
of Curist has to contend. It is for us to bring 
everything if possible under the purview of 
conscience, our time, our money, our food, our 
thoughts and desires, so that whether we eat or 
drink or whatsoever we do, we may do all to the 
glory of Gop. 

And there remains a third thing to be noticed 
about conscience, and that is, that we must 
never give it up into the custody of another. 
What is technically known as direction is a 
good and helpful thing. If it is thought well 
to have a doctor who is intimately acquainted 
with our constitution and its liability to attacks 
of disease; so it is a good thing to have a 
spiritual doctor, who from a special knowledge 
of our infirmities is able to guide and warn 
us. But direction, if it is worthy of the name, 
must be a direction of conscience, that is to say, 
it must enable a man to think and act for him- 
self, according to the dictates of that voice 
within, which the Hoty Spirrr Himself vouch- 
safes to use; ‘for a man’s mind is sometime 
wont to tell him more than seven watchmen, that 
sit above in an high tower.’’ Certainly there are 
no lack of directors in the world, who are 
anxious to profer their counsel. Public opinion 
with its inexorable tyranny resents independence 
of action or freedom of judgment. Few men 
pass through life without finding someone who 

1 Keclus. xxxvii. 14. 
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for good or evil wishes to lord it over the 
personal initiative of the individual. The 
common comparison of men to a flock of sheep 
in their gregarious action shows how ready they 
are to sink their personal freedom, and to follow 
the multitude in the belief that the voice of the 
people is the Voice of Gop. 

This is a director whose advice is ever ‘Do 
what others do’; in contradistinction to the 
true director, who says ‘ do what your conscience 
tells you is right.’ Here is the true self- 
reliance of the Christian, who knows from 
experience that the words of the apostle are 
true, ‘Likewise the Spirir also helpeth our 
infirmities : for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought; but the Sprriv Itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered.’! 

There is no higher praise which can be 
bestowed upon a man than that he is con- 
scientious, for it shows that he is guided by 
principle, in which the Hoty Sprrir will not 
fail Himself to help him. 


III 


In yet another direction may we look for the 
manifestation of the Hory Sprrir’s working, 
and that is in the Holy Scriptures. We speak 
habitually of the Bible as inspired, that is 
inbreathed by the Hoty Spirit, and thereby 
we impart to it an authority and importance 
which we give in the same way to no other 
book. Now when we talk of the Bible as thus 


1 Rom. viii. 26. 
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containing an inner manifestation of the Hory 
Spirit, what do we mean? We may either say 
that the Bible is the Word of Gop, and that the 
Hoty Sprrir inspires every page of it; or that 
the Bible contains the Word of Gop, human 
judgment being able to detect where the Hoty 
Spirit speaks, and where He does not; or the 
Bible may be inspired in the sense in which 
Shakespeare or Milton are inspired, as being 
the product of men of genius. But clearly this 
latter use of the word inspiration would be 
different and secondary to the usual application 
of it. We believe that the Bible is different from 
any other book, and can never be treated as 
they are, that it stands on a pedestal by itself, 
where it has been placed by our Lorp Jesus 
Curist Himself in the honour which He always 
showed to the Old Testament, quoting indi- 
vidually, and praising collectively that treasure 
of Gop’s Word, which has woven itself into the 
very texture and fibre of the inner life of the 
Saints. 

It is the fashion now to submit its pages to 
what is called fearless handling, the immediate 
result of which has been a marked depreciation 
and neglect, among those who shrink from its 
demands, and would try to simplify its difh- 
culties. It is vain to say that the Bible after 
scientific treatment has become a more valuable 
book, common experience is against it. The 
true use of the Bible is as a devotional book, 
and to those who so use it, will arise an 
atmosphere of Heaven and Heavenly influences 
which make the ordinary events of life sacra- 
mental, that is, outward manifestations of Gon’s 
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presence and power. Spiritual direction will 
also be given in many matters, where human 
intelligence’ is at fault, and as to which Gop 
has been pleased to reveal Himself to those 
who will listen, while He refuses to be found 
out by human searching, in matters where © 
human powers must be at fault. It is in no 
unreal way, but in sober truth, that the Bible 
gives to those who approach it with reverence 
a spiritual power and instinct, which is. the 
privilege of those who hearken to the voice of 
the Hoty Spirir speaking through its pages.' 


IV 


But the Creed in its very utterance seems to 
direct us to a characteristic manifestation of 
the Hoty Spirit's power ; for directly after our 
profession of belief in Him as a Person in the 
unity of the Holy Trinity, we are invited to 
express our belief in ‘the Holy Catholic — 
Church, holy because of His presence and 
working, within the one Catholic and Apostolic 
Fold. 

If the Spirit can use the conscience of man, 
if He speaks in the ordered beauty of the world 
around us, if His voice and presence can be 
heard in the pages of Holy Scripture, so He 
manifests His presence and power in the 
divinely ordered structure of the Church. We 
have already considered the Church, as part of 
the scheme of Redemption, which formed 
Curist’s plan, if we may dare to use the word. 


1 See also the author’s The Book of Common Prayer, 
pp. 71 and fol. 
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But it will be well to consider further the 
supernatural character of the great institution, 
by reason of the working of the Hoty Sprrir 
within it. 

We have nothing to say to an idea of the 
Church, which counts it to be of value and 
importance simply because it is established by 
the State. We do not value it again simply 
because it is an historical relic out of the past. 
We do not regard it with awe simply because 
of its great tradition, as it spreads now, alas ! 
in a threefold separation throughout the 
civilised world. 

Neither can we talk of ‘the Churches.’ The 
Church is a definite word and is used to 
describe something which has a _ definite 
existence. When men talk of ‘the Churches’ 
in the plural, they are speaking of bodies of 
Christians which have taken over a term, and 
applied it in a derivative and secondary meaning 
to sccieties which have departed deliberately and 
consciously from what is meant by the Church, 
and which differ, whether rightly or wrongly, 
fundamentally from it. 

I do not profess my belief in the Churches, 
but in the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church, which has a well-known and recognised 
constitution, with its doctrines and claims well 
defined. 

Too much stress cannot be laid on the 
supernatural character of the Church, which is 
the exponent and guardian of a religion which 
is based on the supernatural in history, which 
points to a supernatural revelation and dis- 
tributes through sacraments supernatural grace, 
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It has not to do with a mere code of ethics 
which emanate from a great teacher called 
Jesus of Nazareth, but with a system of grace 
which emanates from Curist, Whom the Church 
holds to be ‘ Gop of Gop, Very Gop of very Gon, 
being of one substance with the Faruer,’ from 
One Who alone among moral teachers not only 
shows us what is good and right, but also 
Himself helps us to do it. 

As the Spirit of Gop of old moved upon the 
face of the waters and brought order out of 
chaos, so now He breathes through the ordi- 
nances of the Church and fills them with divine 
efficacy and strength. 

Here we learn as the Creed tells us the true 
meaning of the forgiveness of sins whether 
original or actual. Here we are bidden to 
remember that we are members one of another 
in the mystical bond of the Communion of 
Saints. Here we enter on the life which is 
everlasting, resting on His promise Who has 
said, ‘Whoso eateth my Flesh, and drinketh 
My Blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise 
him up at the last day.’! 

The Church therefore is not an institution 
which we can take up or let alone. ‘Preaching 
Curisr’ and ‘Preaching the Church’ are not two 
opposite modes of evangelisation. To preach 
Curis is to preach the Church, and to preach 
the Church is to preach Curist. It can only be 
at our peril that we try to substitute some- 
thing which seems to be simpler for the 
elaborate and carefully devised plan of Jrsus 
Curist. 


1 §. John vi. 54. 
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He Who knew the needs of man because He 
was Man, gave us the Catholic Church. He 
knew the power of original sin, and He gave us 
Holy Baptism. He knew the malignity of 
temptation leading to sin in man, and He gave 
us Absolution. He knew our weakness and He 
gave us Confirmation, our slender strength and 
He gave us the Holy Communion. It is a sad 
comment on the grave departure which mankind 
has made from the original design of Gop’s 
Providence, that it should be possible under the 
name of Christianity to rule out the whole 
Sacramental system as unessential to true 
religion. And to suppose that the teaching of 
Curist is represented only by the Sermon on 
the Mount, with no Cross, no upper chamber, no 
Ascension, no Pentecost, no gifts from a present 
Saviour, but only words from a departed and 
buried teacher. 

The power of the Hoty Spirit runs through- 
out the whole scheme, which alas! it is 
possible to evacuate of its spiritual efficacy 
while still retaining it as a system. 

Holy Baptism may be held to be simply a 
picturesque rite of initiation into a great society. 
Confirmation may be simply an opportunity for 
renewal of vows of obedience to Gop. Holy 
Communion may become simply a representation 
of a historic event in the past; as the com- 
memoration of an absent Curist. The! clergy 
can be regarded as mere teachers whose claim 
to exercise sacerdotal functions is blasphemous, 
and whose ordination is merely a guarantee of 
ecclesiastical order. 

But if we recognise that the Church is the 
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sphere of the operation of the Hoty Sprrir, all 
becomes altered, and the reasonableness of the 
whole system becomes clear 

Take Holy Baptism; if it be merely a picture- 
rite of initiation it would be quite possible, 
speaking with reverence, to do without it, and 
substitute something plainer and easier. But 
Holy Baptism, if we listen to the teaching of the 
Church, is something quite different, its true 
meaning may be stated somewhat as follows. 

The initial difficulty which would meet any- 
one who aimed to be a saviour of society, would 
be the extraordinary tendency to wrong-doing, 
apparently innate in man. It had baffled and 
baffles still the utmost skill of philosophy. 
Men know what is right and do what is wrong, 
and that in defiance of their best interests and 
highest aims. There is a defect in human 
nature, call it what you will. Jxsus Curist 
recognising this as original sin, or the sin 
which we inherit from Adam, grappled with this 
the initial difficulty in the Christian life, by 
an initial sacrament which deals with the birth- 
taint in human nature. He left us the sacra- 
ment of Holy Baptism, the sacrament of new 
birth, wherein and whereby he that was by 
nature born in sin the child of wrath, is made 
the child of grace. No human artist can make 
good work out of bad material. A sculptor 
cannot carve his statue out of crumbling and 
decayed stone; a painter cannot transfer the 
inspiration of his art to a mouldy canvas, with 
the aid only of bad and imperfect colours. So 
Holy Baptism is no graceful and symbolic act 
which may be omitted in deference to an unde- 
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nominational demand ; it stands rather at the 
very foundation of Christian moral practice to 
deal in its influence throughout a man’s life, 
with the difficulties which will still be his in 
the way of weakness, which we know as 
tendencies, hereditary or congenital defects. 
When Nicodemus came to our Blessed Lorp 
to inquire about his soul, our Lorp told him 
plainly he must be born again. So when the 
Christian enters on his course once more 
Absolution for actual sin is as far removed as 
possible from the arrogance of sacerdotal asser- 
tion. Here is one of the most characteristic 
gifts of the Hoxy Spirit. 
Every priest who is ordained in the English 
- Church receives a power of exercising Gop’s 
forgiveness as part of the priestly endowment 
conferred upon him. As the bishop lays his 
hands on him whom he is ordaining he says, 
‘Receive the Hoty Guost for the office and work 
of a priest in the Church of God, now com- 
mitted unto thee by the imposition of our hands. 
Whose sins thou dost forgive, they are forgiven ; 
and whose sins thou dost retain they are 
retained.’’ The reason of this is obvious, as 
actual sin begins to declare itself in weak 
concessions to temptation and in rebellion 
against Gop, it is necessary that some super- 
natural help should be given in restoring man 
to the position which he has forfeited by his 
transgression. It is true that forgiveness of 
sins is offered to all on a true and earnest 
repentance. Where contrition has softened the 
hard heart, and confession has acknowledged 
1 Book of Common Prayer. The Ordering of Priests. 
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the unworthy treason, and satisfaction or 
amendment has made what restitution it could, 
Gop promises there and then His full pardon. 
But at the same time there are many cases of 
obstinate sin in which the penitent needs super- 
natural help, there are some diseases which do 
not admit of self-treatment, but which actually 
require outside and skilled aid. And this is 
so not only in cases of deadly sin, but also in 
those very common instances where a man finds 
it so difficult to live up to even his own stan- 
dard, or to rid himself of the ever-recurring 
petty larceny of little sins. And so by the 
power of the Hoty Guost conferred at Ordina- 
tion, the priest has received power and com- 
mandment from Gop to declare and pronounce 
to Gon’s people being penitent the absolution 
and remission of their sins. By the power of 
the Hoty Guost acting through a sacramental 
ordinance, Gop, as it were, does more than 
pardon the sin, He gives the sinner the consola- 
tion of sympathy, the comfort of an authoritative 
answer to his cry for mercy, strength to renew 
the conflict, grace to recover what is lost in a 
renewed and earnest struggle after holiness. 

When our Blessed Lorp pronounced His 
word of Absolution on the palsied man, it was 
that he might know ‘that the Son or Man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins.”’ The committal 
of absolving power to men, is no cause for an 
accusation of blasphemy, it is rather a matter of 
humble thankfulness to Almighty Gop. 

Man can feel, man can sympathise, can give 
an answer back, can reprove and instruct. The 

1S. Matt. ix. 6. 
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opposition brought to bear on what is known as 
Confession is at once illogical and foolish. The 
human voice speaking in the power of Gon, 
absolving grace dispensed through human 
agency, are some of the greatest consolations 
which Gop has conferred on our poor struggling 
humanity, and as such have inevitably formed 
the centre of attack for all which sets itself to 
disparage and injure the especial system known 
as the supernatural Church. 

If we turn to the other ordinances which 
have been described as part of the Church 
system, it is in the greatest of them all, the 
Holy Communion, that we see an especially 
characteristic exercise of the power of the Hoty 
Guost. The direct invocation of His trans- 
forming power was a feature of great prominence 
in the ancient Liturgies which have come down 
to us; and is assumed still in those rites which 
have no direct allusion to it. 

In Confirmation which is the complement of 
Holy Baptism, and the preliminary stage to a 
reception of the Holy Communion, no less, it is 
throughout the power of the Hoty Guost which 
it appealed to for the gifts of wisdom and 
strength to be conferred on the recipient of the 
grace of that ordinance. 

The Holy Scriptures, that human book, are 
as we have seen, inspired by the Hoty Guosr. 
It is His grace which breathes through the 
blessings which cement the marriage union 
into the great mystery which signifies the 
mystical union of Curist with His Church. 
Or in the hour of sickness when the soul turns 
to the strength which Gop alone can give, it 
F 
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is supernatural grace which the Church can. 
bestow in view of the hour of death. 

So in all these ways in the beauty and order 
of the universe, in the pages of Holy Writ, in 
conscience, and in the Church, we may learn to 
exercise a living faith in the presence and 
power of the Hoty Guost, so that our belief 
may be more stedfast and our life more firmly 
based on the supernatural power of grace. 

There are several more subsidiary articles of 
belief to which we pledge ourselves, following 
on the belief in the Hoty Spirit. They are— 
these. ‘I believe in the Holy Catholic Church, 
the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Each of these should really 
receive a separate and detailed treatment. 
Two indeed have already been glanced at: 
‘the Holy Catholic Church’ and ‘the forgive- 
ness of sins.’ As regards the Holy Church, it 
will be sufficient now to say that we must 
carefully guard against the idea that the 
Church is only one out of many societies formed 
by men who agree as to certain modes of worship 
and conduct, into which men are admitted 
because they sympathise and believe alike. 
Archbishop Temple has told us that “men talk 
sometimes as if a Church can be constituted 
simply by Christians coming together and 
uniting themselves into one body for the pur- 
pose. Men speak as if Christians came first 
and the Church after, as if the origin of the 
Church was in the wills of individual Christians 
who composed it. Buton the contrary, through- 
out the teaching of the apostles we see that it is 
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the Church that comes first and the members 
of it afterwards. The Church takes its origin 
not in the will of man, but in the will of the 
Lorp Jesus Curist.’! 

We cannot therefore drop the idea of the 
Church as if it were a kind of denominational 
eccentricity and of no consequence. It stands 
in our Creed as part of our belief, the Church 
which is One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic. 

So with Forgiveness of sins, we can have 
nothing to say to modern systems of culture, 
which take no account of the mystery of sin 
original or actual, and of the remedies provided 
for it. We deal with a Saviour Who brings 
salvation, not with a teacher who advances a 
system of morals more or less in advance of 
other systems. To believe in the forgiveness 
of sins brings us into the very heart of the 
Christian system. ; 

The Communion of Saints is a doctrine which 
it has ever proved difficult to enlarge upon. 
If we firmly hold to the great truth that we are 
compassed about with a great cloud of witnesses ; 
if we firmly grasp that Jerusalem of which we 
are citizens has a lower and an upper city; 
then the belief that we pray for the departed 
and with them, and that the saints pray for us 
becomes a living truth, and whether we ask 
them to pray for us there, as we asked them to 
pray for us here, or whether we ask Gop simply 
to listen to their prayers to Him for us, we 
shall feel that the horizon of our life is enlarged, 
and we shall see the mountain of Gop full of 


1 Twelve Sermons preached at the Consecration of 


| Truro Cathedral, pp. 17-20. 
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horses of fire and chariots of fire, in times of- 
desolation and trial, and they that be with us 
will be more than they that be with our 
enemies. 

‘The Resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting’ are once more two cardinal points 
of our faith. Whatever be the truth as to the 
resurrection body, however we understand 
S. Paul, and whatever we mean by life, the great 
point to grasp is the identity of our personality 
which lasts through death, when the same ‘I’ 
which now corresponds with earthly surround-_ 
ings by means of earthly affinities, shall cor- 
respond with spiritual surroundings by means 
of spiritual, and shall know and be known of 
Gop. 


Notes on Chapter V for use in Instruction 


The belief in Gop the Hoty Guost, Who sanctifieth me 
and all the elect people of God. 


(i) The Hoty Guost is a real Person, in the unity of the 
Holy Trinity—(@) As seen in the Holy Scriptures ; (6) As 
testified by human experience. 

(ii) Spheres of manifestation of the Holy Sprrir—(1) In 
the order and beauty of the world around us. The bearing 
of this upon human conduct ; (2) In the voice of conscience, 
through which the Hoty GuosT speaks. Examination of 
the idea and functions of conscience; (3) In the Holy 
Scriptures, which being inspired by the HoLy Guost are 
pervaded by His presence and power; (4) In the Holy 
Catholic Church. This considered in detail, as the field of 
the operation of the HoLy Spirit. 

(iii) Further consideration of the subsidiary articles of 
belief in—The Holy Catholic Church; The Communion 
of Saints; The Forgiveness of Sins; The Life Everlasting. 


VI 


THE PLEDGE TO OBEY GOD’S WILL 


He who would receive the blessing of Gop in 
Confirmation, must be prepared to promise not 
only renunciation of evil, and faith in Gon’s 
revelation of Himself to man, but further he 
must solemnly engage to keep Gon’s holy Will 
and Commandments and walk in the same all 
the days of his life. 

And he is not left to any merely general 
estimate of what may be supposed to be Gop’s 
Will for right action in man; he specifically 
pledges himself to obedience to that code of 
morality known as the ten commandments given 
by Gop to Moses on Mount Sinai. 

The question might arise, is the Christian 
bound only by a law of morals imposed on Jews 
in the infancy of the world’s history? Has there 
been no progress sincethen? Has Christianity, 
the revelation of the Incarnate Worp, nothing 
more to say to the complex life of man and his 
greatly multiplied temptations, as he finds 
himself surrounded by the dangers as well as 
the blessings of a high civilization? And a 
glance at the Prayer Book will tell us that in 
no part of the Church, does this particular code 
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of morality occupy so prominent a place as in 
the Church of England. We teach it to our 
children from their earliest years in the 
Catechism. It is placed in the forefront of the 
Divine Liturgy, the service of the Holy 
Eucharist. It is appealed to as a standard of 
self-examination by which to try our lives and 
conversation before we receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment. It was even ordered in the Canons to be 
set up on the walls of our Churches. Neither 
was this altogether a new thing which came in 
with many other changes at the Reformation ; 
for at least three hundred years previously it 
had been customary to recite the Decalogue 
publicly and to explain it once every quarter, 
and yet here is a subject as to which there is no 
small misconception. Some say why read this 
Riot Act before the highest Act of Christian 
Love? In its most extreme form it has been 
asserted that a Christian can only acquiesce 
under protest in the position which it thus 
occupies. 

Men seem to forget altogether that the Author 
of these stern precepts is Gop, and not Moses, to 
forget that our Blessed Lorp said, He came not 
to destroy the Law and the Prophets but to fulfil, 
that till heaven and earth passed not one jot or one 
tittle of the Law should fail in its fulfilment. 
Surely we are in danger of running too hard 
the theory of the progressive character of 
morality as revealed in the Bible. A fair 
estimate of the scope and contents of the ten 
commandments will show us that here we 
have really an exhaustive statement of our duty 
towards Gop andour duty towards our neighbour. 
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Every well instructed man knows the difference 
between the letter and the spirit of alaw. And 
our Blessed Lorp has shown him how compre- 
hensive a plain statement of law is, if the spirit 
of the enactment be taken into account, in the 
two simplified specimens which He has given 
in the Sermon on the Mount. The letter of the 
law forbids, in these two instances given, 
murder and adultery, and yet we instinctively 
feel that the principles of the natural law which 
are thus defended, as it were on their remotest 
frontier, exact the custody of the thoughts and 
desires of the heart, as well as the abstinence 
from outward sin. 

And so the faithful Christian who passes his 
life in the strength of Sacramental grace, and 
of the indwelling of the Hoty Guost, free from 
any deliberate sin whatever, can find in the 
prohibitions of the Decalogue, as he is taught to 
understand them, an adequate code for his own 
continual self-examination. 

Nor are these laws which we promise to keep 
arbitrary. Righteousness is not right because 
Gop commands it. Sin is not sinful because 
He forbids it, merely. But everything that He 
commands is right, and everything that He 
forbids is sinful. 

Now in looking at the Commandments which 
the Christian promises to keep, we are struck 
at once with this significant fact. Here is a 
Code of Morality which begins with a matter of 
faith. Where are courage, prudence, justice, 
temperance, fortitude and the like which we 
are accustomed to see in the forefront of natural 
morality? 
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Surely we have in this the Eternal sanction of _ 
the Creator of the World appended forever to 
this great fact, that man being what he is, 
morality of any kind to a great number, the 
highest morality to all, is only possible under 
the sanction of the eye of a personal Gop, by the 
supernatural help which He alone can give, by 
the higher spiritual insight which He alone can 
bestow. 

It is an immense power to feel the presence of 
a Gop to Whose eyes we may constantly direct 
our gaze, so as to know by an indication, by a 
gesture as it were, His divine will, and He, 
not a mere creature or some power of nature, 
not the malignity of an animal, nor the beauty 
and glory of the Heavens, but One Whose gaze is 
ever fixed upon the very inmost life; a Presence 
about our path, about our feet, and spying out 
all our ways. 

The first commandment bids us here set up 
the empire of a personal Gop as a principle of 
morality ; higher than the mere empire of the 
will, higher than the aiming at a lofty ideal; 
this is the very foundation of a true system of 
morality, contact with Gop, relations with a 
supreme Being, Who helps us to attain to that 
which He orders, giving us according to His 
divine power ‘all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of Him 
that has called us to glory and virtue.’! Gop 
here makes the direct appeal in the very fore- 
front of divine morality, because the question 
with mankind again and again is not so much 
whether He shall have many gods, but whether 

128. Peter i. 3, 
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he shall have any Gop at all. The world-spirit 
invades our very soul, it shapes our thoughts, 
dominates our conversation, it colours our 
estimate of the phenomena of life, we know a 
great deal of secondary causes, we observe, 
compare, generalise and reduce, but we stop 
short of the personal first cause of all. ‘An 
extraordinary coincidence’ if he believed in it 
at all, would probably be the comment of the 
modern journalist, instead of the simple 
statement of the old prophet, ‘Now the Lorp 
had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah.’ ! 

Do not let us be unfair. There may be 
behind all this a sincere recognition of the 
Presence of an unseen Gop, Whom reverence 
elevates upon a pedestal to be recognised with 
awe rather than appealed to with familiarity. 
Still the world-spirit is there, we cannot deny 
it. The Egyptian saw the Nile fertilising his 
land, it became his god, it was a simpler and 
easier belief than the worship of an imaginary 
Being in the Heavens. So we see our work- 
shops guided almost by superhuman intelli- 
gence, managed with admirable industry, turning 
out ever fresh triumphs of mechanical skill. 
We do not worship the inventors nor sacrifice to 
the machinery, but our thoughts stop at what 
we see, we are not in a supernatural mood, we 
are practical, we do not quite see where a Gop 
would come in. We say nothing, we are 
content. 

The savage again sees some evil beast seize 
his child and devour it, it is a power of evil, it 
has strength, it has malignity, it must be 

} Jonah i. 17, 
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appeased, and therefore he worships it. Once 
more it is easier than to worship Divinity in an 
unknown heaven. We on the other hand see 
disease mowing down our friends and relations. 
Medical science investigates the immediate 
causes, it relieves, it cures, it prevents. We do 
not indeed offer incense to the physician, or 
decree an altar to his science, but we are content, 
we stop, we speak contentedly of laws of health 
and medical skill. Of course we know that no 
man is omnipotent, but we go no further. Itis 
enough, again we are practical. 

Turn where we will, there is this reluctance 
to have to do with a personal Gop, there is a 
shrinking from His presence. Life becomes 
like some lovely valley, which has been invaded 
by factories or mining operations. There rise 
up the tall chimneys, the streets of squalid 
work-sheds, and the clatter of machinery echoes 
among the hills, the green fades out of the grass, 
the beauty from the flowers, the blue from the 
sky, and the tenderness from the landscape. So 
place after place which hitherto has been full of 
the presence of Gop is being invaded ; there is 
activity, there is work, there is material progress ; 


but what if we are losing an ineffable beauty, 
a presence out of life? 


‘The world is too much with us; late and soon, 
‘Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers: 
‘Little we see in nature that is ours; 

‘We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon.’ 


_ Not too many gods, but no god at all, that 
is our danger. Where is the reality of our 
devotion and piety? We confess our faith in 


The Pledge to Obey God’s Will 91 


the terms of the Creed, but it is not real. We 
say our prayers to Gop, but we do not feel 
Him. We praise Him mechanically, we obey 
His laws, because if we transgress they sharply 
pull us up. But how many can say ‘O Gop, 
Thou art my Gop’? How many feel around 
them the greatness higher than themselves, the 
unerring wisdom, the never failing love as of 
a personal friend. ‘The Eternal Gop is thy 
refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms.’ ! 

And there comes a time to all, when we must 
assert this belief in Gop, this sense of His 
presence, our allegiance to Him. There comes 
a time when Daniel must risk the den of lions ; 
the three children the flames of the furnace, 
the martyr’s torture and death rather than deny 
Him, Who is their Lorp and Gop. He must 
be first and He must be last, we must not give 
Him a niche in a Pantheon, or erect an altar to 
the unknown Gop lest harm should come to us 
from an imprudent omission. 

Here it stands at the forepart of our promise. 
Thou shalt have a Gop, One only, One supreme, 
without rival; a Gop Who makes claims to an 
allegiance which we must not disown, to duties 
from which we must not shrink, Who demands 
our time, our resources, our energy and our 
whole heart. 

And so there follow three commandments 
which have to do closely with man’s duty to 
his Gop, safe-guarding certain prerogatives 
and enforcing certain claims, they represent 
severally the demand which He makes for 

1 Deut, xxxiii. 27. 
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our worship, for our reverence and for our 
time. 

And first of all Gop claims that which no 
creature can claim. He claims our worship— 
Gop claims our one and only allegiance in this 
matter. We must ‘have’ a Gop, we must 
‘have’ the true Gop, and we must worship this 
true GoD in a proper manner. 

Anyone who listens to the Second Command- 
ment cannot fail to be struck with the sternness 
of the language used. ‘I the Lorp Thy Gop am 
a jealous Gop.’ I ‘visit the sins of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate Me.’ And this 
in a matter of worship, which so many conceive 
to be a purely indifferent matter. What is 
worship? Worship would seem to be the 
declaration on the part of man of Gop’s worth- 
ship: it is declaring in the most emphatic way 
that Gop is worthy, it is the expression on the 
part of man who has sovereign will, of that 
which the creature, the whole universe does in- 
stinctively, the setting forth of the honour and 
glory of Gop. There is nothing in Gop’s word 
to lead us to suppose that this is a matter 
which can be left to individual caprice. The 
injunction laid on Moses at the burning bush, 
the judgment on Nadab and Abihu, the punish- 
ment of Uzzah and Uzziah, occur to us at once 
in the Old Testament, and in the New there 
stands out the penal discipline inflicted by our 
Blessed Lorp on the buyers and sellers in the 
Temple. 

There are many ways in which we can incur 
the displeasure, as we must fear, of Almighty 
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Gop by sins which fall under this command- 
ment. As the Israelite of old must not ‘make 
to himself’ his own method of worshipping 
Gop, as the calf-worshipper did under a material 
image, So we must not make to ourselves, each 
for himself, our own method and forms in the 
expression of our religion. Our Blessed Lorp 
showed jealous care in attending the Jewish 
feasts when He was on this earth. The ancient 
Liturgies in which the Church expressed her 
devotion form in themselves a department of 
ecclesiastical study. The deliberate forsaking 
of the assembling of ourselves together, that 
which is known as ‘having my good thoughts 
at home on the Sunday,’ or ‘ going where I can 
get most good’ has a suspicious ring about it, 
as of something made for ourselves, outside the 
orderly system of Church worship. 

In the same way this easy-going treatment 
of worship as a thing indifferent, may affect 
the most orthodox worshipper in Church, if he 
thinks that music or the absence of it, or ritual 
or the absence of it, are things to which he 
can trust as a mechanism of devotion to the 
exclusion of the great and persistent demands 
which worship makes upon the whole being. 
If it be true that Cherubim and Seraphim con- 
tinually cry to Gop, in an unceasing effort of 
adoration, it is not to be supposed that man 
with his body, his finite mind, his dim spirit, 
is likely to find worship anything else than a 
matter demanding his most serious and earnest 
effort. 

And so Gop Almighty goes on as it were to 
impose upon us under sanctions almost as 
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terrible as before, the need for reverence. Acts 
of profanity would seem to take their place in 
the estimate of Gop among those sins which 
are regarded with the greatest abhorrence in 
the eyes of men. Gop would seem to wish that 
our sense and recognition of His Presence 
should not be confined to certain specific acts 
of devotion. We must never lift up His Name 
of the Lorp Our Gop to a vanity. We must 
not do anything, that is, which withholds from 
Gop the honour which must ever be associated 
with the titles which He has given to Himself. 
For it must be remembered that the names 
whereby we know Gop, are not of human 
imposition, but are part of Gop’s revelation of 
Himself. Three times has Gop revealed Himself. 
As the Atmicuty, declaring His Omnipotence, 
as JEHOVAG, declaring His eternal existence, as 
the Faruur, Son and Hoty Guosr in the mystery 
of the Hoty Trinrry. In deed or in word to 
deny these attributes of Gop is to lift up His 
Name to a vanity. 

‘Thou Gop seest me,’ would be a principle 
which would safeguard our action in this 
respect. ‘With Gop nothing shall be impos- 
sible’ would also stop the profanity of our faint 
faith. The endeavour to believe rightly the 
mystery of the Hoty Trinity as bearing on our 
life, would keep us from the failures and follies 
of a religion which is cut and adapted to the 
measure of human understanding. By an 
irreverent life, we may offend against the Gop 
of beauty ; by an irreverent tongue against His 
Divine Majesty, by an irreverent use of holy 
things we may gradually lose that sense of a 


The Pledge to Obey God’s Will 95 


greatness higher than ourselves, which is the 
real secret of all reverence. 

And Gop further declares that as He asks for 
a tithe of our money, so He asks for a tithe of 
our time. He requires from us a definite 
recognition of His Presence, a thankful remem- 
brance of His mercies on certain definite days, 
which we know as days of obligation, set apart 
for the worship of Gop. So He demanded from 
man from the very first moments of the creation 
of the world the observance of the Sabbath : as 
time went on He revealed His primeval law 
under very strict obligation to the Jews. When 
He the Incarnate Lorp came on earth He did 
not abrogate the Sabbath. He did away with 
all the Mosaic additions to the law of the 
Sabbath, which were local and temporary, and 
carried back the Sabbath Law to the principles 
of its great proclamation at creation. So He 
did also with the Marriage Law. ‘The Son oF 
Man is Lorp also of the Sabbath.’! He could do 
what He liked with it, and He nowhere says 
that He abrogated it, but He made two changes 
in it, the Sabbath Law does not forbid works of 
necessity and works of mercy. So that although 
the Christian Sunday is observed on another 
day, and commemorates another great event in 
the world’s history, still it is a new shoot from 
the old Sabbath stock and rests in principle for 
its observance on the Fourth Commandment. 
Consecrated men, oonsecrated space, consecrated 
property and also consecrated time is what Gop 
demands of us. One day at least in seven for 
His especial service, one day of grateful memory 

18. Luke vi. 5. 
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of the Resurrection and the great facts of the 
Redemption. And if any ask how he should 
observe Sunday, the answer is given in the New 
Testament name for this festival. It is the 
Lorp’s Day. The Lorp first, the Lorp last, 
the Lorp throughout the day. To make it 
a day of maimed worship, of selfish pleasure, 
of worldly pursuit is to forget utterly the 
solemn basis on which it rests. We know 
well enough what a day to ourselves would 
mean, and we ought to have no difficulty 
in realising what is meant by a day of the 
Lorp. And we should do well to remember 
Mr Keble’s answer to the inquiry made 
to him, ‘how far are we justified in turn- 
ing Sundays into other days?’ which was: 
‘In so far as and no farther than you turn 
other days into Sunday.’ 

But in addition to the realisation of Gop, we 
promise also to remember our neighbour; if we 
must constantly feel assured that we ‘have’ a 
Gop, we must no less feel and show that we are 
connected with others in a complex relationship 
of life. We must remember that man is a 
social being, that he really has no meaning 
standing apart, and that he needs others and 
others need him for the fulness and perfection 
of human nature. And here man is brought 
face to face with the danger which lies at the 
bottom of all his sins and failures, the danger 
of selfishness, which prompts him in every way 
to seize and appropriate all that ministers to 
his fancied prosperity, or all that the calls of 
appetite suggest to him in the manifold 
opportunities of life. 
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Each of the six commandments which form 
when united the compendium of a man’s duty 
to his neighbour warn him in the most solemn 
way against the selfishness which would teach 
him to disregard his neighbour’s rights, against 
the dangers to which unrestrained impulses 
would lead him, if he once forgot his true 
relationship to his fellow man. 

And first he must recognise the solemn duty 
of honour and reverence which he owes to those 
from whom he derives his earthly life, his 
parents, and by implication to all those who 
have authority over him, or who claim the 
respect due as from inferior to superior. 

Great stress was laid on this commandment 
by Gop in His dealing with the Jews; their 
_ permanence in the land, and the well-being 
of the race were made to depend on it. Even 
greater stress was laid upon it by our Blessed 
Lorp, both by precept and example. He was 
subject. when a boy to home-discipline at 
Nazareth, and when dying in the fulness of 
His manhood on the Cross, He provides for His 
mother. ‘Children obey your parents’ is equally 
an apostolic precept. And modern laxity in this 
respect, and its consequences are in themselves 
a commentary on the important principles 
which underlie this precept. These would seem 
to be briefly, in the first place the great prin- 
ciple of authority. Man ought to exhibit in 
himself the highest developments of respect 
for authority, which should characterise those 
who are conscious of living in a kingdom of law 
where the Heavens declare the Glory of Gop, 
and all things work together fulfilling His will. 
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Man must do nothing which would dishonour 
the principle of authority, which is put before 
him either in the relationship, dignity or age 
of those who are set over him in Gop’s kingdom. 

And he would recognise as a second prin- 
ciple the innate importance of experience. GOD 
uses experience in teaching us and bids us 
listen to it. ‘He made a covenant with Jacob, 
and gave Israel a law: which He commanded 
our forefathers to teach their children: that 
their posterity might know it: and the children. 
which were yet unborn : to the intent that when 
they came up: they might shew their children 
the same. Parents, and those who have won 
their way to high position, hold in their hands 
most often a book of experience, some pages of 
which are written in blood which those who 
come after should profit by, honour and respect, 
as an experience which might warn and cheer. 
And a third principle would be love, first of 
the home, where the father works for the child, 
where the mother gives herself for it, where 
there is mutual and reciprocal love from parents — 
to children, and children to parents, and then 
we should see how home is a microcosm in which 
a man may measure his powers and estimate his 
duties, how even more it is a type of heaven itself. 

In view of selfishness a further command is 
necessary, ‘Thou shalt not kill’ We must 
learn to respect life wherever we see it. For in 
so doing we shall show ourselves to be on the 
side of Gop Who is the Author and Giver of 
life, and shall be standing away from him 
whose aim and object it is to kill. 

1 Psalm lxxviii. 5, 6, 7 
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Obviously this commandment would tell a 
man, that no pain or weariness of life, or sense 
of failure, could justify him in killing himself. 
Suicide is hateful to Almighty Gop for many 
reasons, but especially it is an act of selfish 
cowardice. Life is given us not merely to 
enjoy, or to feel the satisfaction of energetic 
effort and the glory of success, but it is to do 
Gon’s will and to carry out His work, and no 
man may leave his post without the order of 
his Commander Who has placed him there. 
Neither may any man by self indulgence and 
want of self restraint, or by indolence or 
by godless living, so maim and injure him- 
self body or soul, that he ceases to enjoy the 
_ fulness of life which Gop designed him to 
have, and finds himself in the hands of the 
murderer. 

But in its wider meaning, of course, it must 
be taken to signify, ‘thou shalt not kill thy 
neighbour’ What can be said of the 
reckless selfishness, which pursues its pleasures 
at the cost of another’s life, or its luxuries at the 
cost of another’s health? What can be said of 
one who does not hesitate either by word or 
example to kill another’s soul? Sometimes 
in mere devilry, sometimes to satisfy an 
evil lust, or even in the desire of getting 
another to relieve the loneliness of his guilt. 

And murder itself stands forth branded with 
the peculiar marks of Gop’s displeasure. To 
destroy the life of a man is to destroy one who 
is made in the image and likeness of Gop. 
And the blood thus profusely shed cries unto 
the Lorp Gop from the ground, How dangerous 
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must it be therefore to leave uncontrolled a 
spirit of fierce anger which is after all but 
murder in essence, for the angry thought, the 
contemptuous word hurled against our brother, 
rank in Gop’s sight, as He has told us, as one 
of the punishable forms of murder which has 
only stopped short of bringing itself under the 
purview of an earthly tribunal. 

And surely this commandment would extend 
its precepts still further into an injunction not 
to kill anything needlessly. It is a solemn 
thing to take away life even of the poor worm 
that crawls at our feet, for life is a great mystery 
and waste of life must be repugnant to Him, 
Who is its Creator and Lorp. 

And yet another commandment pledges the 
man to a right and consecrated use of his great 
powers in the transmission of life. If marriage 
is a sacrament, so all that has to do with 
marriage is sanctified, and to profane the 
sanctity of holy things is to incur the added 
guilt of sacrilege. So an especial horror hangs | 
around all sins of the flesh, as so many acts of 
profanity in the sacred regions of a man’s 
life, wherein he may if he is a true man, make 
his nearest approach to the CREATOR. Low 
conception of marriage, a mockery of its solemn 
ties, which seems to form the topic of so many 
plays in the modern theatre, flippancy and 
frivolity of conversation on the sacred subject, 
are all dangerous. And how much more the 
legalising of divorce, which the Lorp and His 
Church have for ever forbidden, by a yielding 
State at the instigation of a lax morality. 
Divorce is impossible, as between those who are 
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linked by an indissoluble tie which only death 
can sever, and to attempt to legalise it, is only 
to set up the worst form of adultery, which 
justifies and attempts to sanction that which the 
moral consciousness of man asserts to be 
wrong. 

So all acts such as those which our Blessed 
Lorp condemns under this commandment, are to 
be reprobated, as once more being adultery in 
essence. Unchaste acts, evil looks, unbridled 
desires, sensual imagination. These are all to 
be grouped under the condemnation of this 
commandment. Each and all are acts of 
treachery to the perfect purity, which finds 
its consummation either in the state of voluntary 
celibacy, or in the fulness of the married state. 
And yet this is a commandment which almost 
more than any other seems to demand a 
constant recognition from the Christian. The 
body has been described as ‘the nearest camp 
to the enemy,’ certainly if it once gets out of 
control it is the most deadly of all enemies, a civil 
foe, which attacks from within. And yet we 
must remember that our Lorp Jesus Curist and 
His Church have no quarrel with the body as 
such, He has for ever dignified it by His glorious 
Incarnation. He took not up the nature of 
angels to help it, but He was made man in 
human flesh! His apostle bids us glorify Gop in 
the body as well as in the spirit, which are His.” 
The body may become our friend, and we may 
make its members instruments unto holiness. 
The flesh, however, we have already considered 
as one of our chief enemies, it is that influence 

1 See Heb. ii. 16. 21 Cor. vi. 20. 
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which asserts itself from a corrupt use of the 
body. And in keeping the body in temperance, 
soberness, and chastity, we may thank Gop that 
He has said, not only, ‘Blessed are the pure in 
heart: for they shall see Gop ’—but also, ‘ Thou 
shalt not commit adultery.’ 

‘Thou shalt not steal,’ is a commandment 
which the Church and the law of the land are 
equally concerned in the enforcing. The times 
are not so distant’ when death was the penalty 
exacted for even the smallest trangressions of 
this law. If the two last commandments had 
to do with respect for life and respect for the 
marriage sanctity, and the regulation of the 
transmission of life, this has to do with respect 
for property, with the possession of which 
human selfishness is so largely concerned. The 
land-lust of conquerors leading to war, the 
love of possession leading to dishonest means 
of acquiring that which does not belong to 
them, the constant attempts to gain what Gop 
has not given us, by dishonest and unjust 
means—all these and other obvious wrong- 
doings come under the prohibition of this 
law. 

Aud yet a man who is honest in every thought 
and act, who would scorn and push from him a 
mean act of theft, must not think that this 
commandment exists in the divine code merely 
to gratify a self-complacent thankfulness that he 
is not as other men are. Here too is a far 
reaching spirit which transcends the letter of 
the commandment, and ramifications which 
touch on secret springs of action, and reach into 
hidden regions of spiritual life. ‘Will a man rob 
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God ?’! is an utterance of the prophetic voice, 
which must make us all search and examine 
ourselves. How much which we regard with all 
the pride of possession has after all only been 
lent to us? Wealth and the power to get wealth, 
are rarely tied back into a sense of responsibility 
to Gop, from Whom to withhold His due, whether 
in tithe or offerings, or thankful recognition, is 
to rob Him. ‘To waste money in reckless 
expenditure, betting and gambling, and riotous 
uses, is to rob the world of that which Gop 
entrusted us with, to profit withal. The waste 
of time and health and energy, are all ways 
again in which we rob Him, for Whom we 
should learn to act, in the spirit of the 
apocryphal saying attributed to Our Blessed 
Lorp, ‘Be ye good bankers, tried money 
changers.’ 

‘Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour’ is another commandment in which 
we may look to the human law to help us. 
Perjury and libel are both indictable offences, 
and Pontius Pilate, who received the evidence 
of false witnesses to suit his own purposes, has 
never been able to shake off the infamy, which 
clings to him asa sort of posthumous punishment. 

There are two great principles which under- 
lie this commandment. The one is the sacred 
nature of truth, and the other the great fact of 
our responsibility to our neighbour. Truth is 
a supreme prerogative of Him, Whois known as 
the Gop of truth, and He exacts from His 
creatures the utmost respect for it. And yet 
it is a constant temptation to the selfish sinner, 

1 Malachi iii. 8. 
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to traffic with the immediate success or relief 
which a falsehood brings, forgetting the in- 
evitable miseries which follow; or to bring 
about his neighbour’s fall, without stopping to 
consider the justice of his action, that he may 
profit by the results of his degradation. We 
pride ourselves as Englishmen on an innate 
love of truth and are prepared to justify even 
bluntness as an indication of it. Certainly 
anything which tampers with our sense of truth 
is a public calamity. And truth in word and 
in action we owe not only to Gop, but also to 
our neighbour. For this conception of our 
neighbour with his rights and claims, is a 
prominent production of Christianity. 

We have duties to the family, to the place 
where we dwell, to the Church, to the nation, 
to everyone with whom we are brought in 
contact—and the lie, or the act of injustice, is 
something which tends to sever the ties of 
Christian life; to sow the seeds of rivalry and 
discord, to substitute for the interest in the 
common good, which ought to animate us, the 
desire only for our own advancement, to be 
bolstered up, if need be with lies, and promoted 
by injustice. 

And we are pledged to yet another command- 
ment, which takes us back into the mysterious 
regions of motive and desire. Covetousness 
may never display itself in word or act at all. 
Judas was nursing the evil desire which at 
length declared itself in act, for some years, 
unknown to his fellow disciples. And we 
notice that covetousness is a sin which is 
ranked with very bad company in the New 
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Testament, in more than one place with de- 
grading sins of the flesh, which perhaps are 
one characteristic and deadly manifestation of 
unbridled desire. 

It is the main fountain which feeds the selfish- 
ness, which enters into every sin. The desire 
to have, is that craving which dictates many of 
the sins which are grouped under the sixth, 
seventh, eighth and ninth commandments. 
And it is covetousness which is at the bottom 
of much of that waste of life, which comes 
from discontent. The desire for the enjoyment 
of another lot which has not been vouchsafed 
to him, often renders a man incapable of doing 
the duties which lie before him; or of so 
developing the few talents entrusted to him, 
that he may be thought worthy of receiving 
more. ‘Godliness with contentment is great 
gain.’! And the only covetousness which is not 
reprehensible is the covetousness for more 
work, the desire to do more in Gop’s Kingdom, 
to which desire all consideration of place, 
honour and reward are subsidiary. 

Gop’s service is perfect freedom. It is by a 
resolute and grateful recognition of our pledge 
in this respect, that we are able to run the way 
of Gop’s commandments, and to say with a 
full heart ‘His commandments are not grievous.’” 


11 Tim. vi. 6. 2158. John y. 3. 


106 The Pledge to Obey God’s Will 


Notes on Chapter V1 for use jn Instruction 


The pledge to keep Gon’s Holy will and commandments, 
and to live by them. 


(i) This will of Gop, as comprised in the code of Law, 
known as The Ten Commandments—(1) Their obligation 
on us as Christians ; (2) The frequent appeal made to them 
in the Church of England; (3) Their real significance. 

(ii) These commandments are separable into two divisions 
—Those which concern our duty towards Gop; Those 
which concern our duty towards our neighbours. 

(iii) Duty towards Gop is enforced by four commandments 
which enjoin respectively—(1) That we should set Him up, 
for our constant recognition ; (2) That we should give Him 
right worship ; (3) That we shouldreverence Him ; (4) That 
we should give Him of our time. 

(iv) Duty towards our neighbour is enforced by six 
commandments—(1) The conception of our neighbour ; 
(2) Selfishness the underlying evil of all anti-social sin; 
(3) Reverence for those who in any way are set over us, 
as inculcated by the fifth commandment; (4) Respect for 
life, as inculcated by the sixth commandment ; (5) Respect 
for all that has to do with the transmission of life, as 
advocated by the seventh commandment; (6) Respect for 
property, as advocated. by the eighth commandment ; 
(7) Truth and love for all men, as advocated by the ninth 
commandment; (8) Contentment with God’s ways for us, 
as advocated by the tenth commandment. 


VII 
THE GATE OF ADMISSION TO HOLY COMMUNION 


A RUBRIC appended to the Confirmation service 
asserts ‘and there shall none be admitted to the 
Holy Communion until such time as he be con- 
firmed, or be ready and desirous to be 
confirmed.’ 

It is well known that beside the direct 
spiritual gifts which it confers, Confirmation is 
the gate through which the devout Christian is 
admitted to the privilege of receiving the 
Holy Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
CurIst. 


I 


It is all important therefore, before he comes 
forward to claim that privilege, that he should 
know, as far as it is possible for him to know, 
what is meant by the great mystery known as 
Holy Communion, how he should prepare for 
it, and how receive it. 

It is natural for the enquirer first of all to 
consult the book which the Church puts into his 
hands, the Sacred Scriptures of the New Testa- 


ment, and to compare them with the authoritative 
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expression of the Church, which rests upon the 
facts and teaching there set forth for the 
greater edification of the faithful. 

It may suffice to say that the authorities on 
which the Church bases her Eucharistic doctrine 
are first, Our Lorp’s great discourse on this 
subject delivered in the synagogue at Caper- 
naum,' and then on the different accounts of the 
institution of the Holy Communion at the Last 
Supper, as recorded by S. Matthew, S. Mark, 
S. Luke and S. Paul in his first Epistle to the 
Corinthians, Chapters x and xi. 

As to the first of these authorities it is right 
to say that there are some who, with no sufficient 
reason, deny its application to the Holy Eucharist 
at all. There are others who deny its exclusive 
application, which we are not concerned to deny. 
The Church of England has however, indirectly 
sanctioned its Eucharistic character, in quoting 
from it allusively, in one of the exhortations to 
communicants in the service for Holy Com- 
munion.” From these passages we understand 
that some time before the end of His life on 
earth, our Blessed Lord made a solemn promise 
to confer a gift of spiritual food upon His 
Church. It was on the occasion of one of His 
great miracles of feeding the multitude, when 
He found Himself followed by those who sought 
a repetition of His miracle, either to satisfy 
their curiosity or their hunger. He lifts them 
up at once to the thought that His mission was 
not to supply bread that perisheth, but food 

1g. John vi. 


2 For further discussion on this point see Author's 
The Sacrament of the Altar, pp. 36, 37. 
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which would last for ever. He goes on to say 
that that Bread is He Himself, and in ever 
growing mystery, that the Bread which He 
would give would be His Flesh, which He would 
give for the life of the world. In spite of mis- 
understanding and offence this statement is not 
withdrawn but intensified. His Flesh is true 
meat, His Blood is true drink; to eat and to 
drink these is to ab de in Him, to live because 
of Him, and at the same time they were to be 
regarded in no carnal sense, but with a spiritual 
meaning. 

When the fulness of time came, these words, 
—as far as we know not further alluded to— 
were fulfilled, when sitting at the Last Supper, 
our Blessed Lorp took the bread, laid His hands 
upon it and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My Body.’ 
And taking the cup He gave thanks and gave it 
to His disciples and said, ‘Drink ye all of it; 
for this is my Blood of the Covenant which is 
shed for many unto remission of sins.’’ S. Luke 
and §. Paul adding these words, ‘This do 
in remembrance of Me.’’ 

The doctrine of the Church which relies on 
these passages, is expressed, in the Catechism, 
the prayers rubrics and exhortations of the 
Service for Holy Communion, the XXXIX 
articles, and to a certain extent in ‘the 
Homilies’ and writings of accredited Divines 
of the Church. 

Of these it will be sufficient for the present 
purpose to take the Church Catechism ; where- 


19. Matt. xxvi. 26-28. (R.V.); __S. Mark xiv. 22) 20; 
S. Luke xxii: 19,21; 1 Cor. xi. 23, 26. 
2 See Author's The Sacrament of the Altar, p. 7. 
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in the Holy Communion is stated to ‘be a 
Sacrament, or an outward and visible sign of an 
inward and spiritual grace given unto us, 
ordained by Curist Himself, as a means where- 
by we receive the same, and a pledge to assure 
us thereof.’ We are then told that the outward 
sign of this Sacrament is bread and wine, and 
the spiritual grace ‘the strengthening and re- 
freshing of our souls by the Body and Blood of 
CuRist as our bodies are by the bread and wine.’ 
But that unlike Holy Baptism, Holy Communion 
has an inward part, which is the Body and 
Blood of Curist which are ‘verily and indeed 
taken and received by the faithful in the Lorp’s 
Supper.’ 

So that the Holy Communion is represented 
to be a Sacrament wherein what we see with 
our outward eyes is bread and wine, what we 
do not see is the Body and Blood of Curist 
which are there Sacramentally present, to be 
received by the hand of faith for our supreme 
good, to be received by the careless and un- 
believing only to their harm. 


II 


But there is another aspect still of the Holy 
Communion,’ in a sense it is a sacrifice offered 
by a priest at the altar. We have seen how 
S. Luke and 8. Paul represent our Lorp to 
have said when instituting these holy mysteries, 
‘Do this in remembrance of Mr.’ It is not a 
little remarkable also that the Catechism in 


| See Author's Zhe Sacrament of the Altar, chap. 
vii, for a fuller treatment of this subject. 
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answering the question, ‘Why was the Sacra- 
ment of the Lorp’s Supper ordained ?’ says with 
yet no reference to Communion, ‘for the con- 
tinual remembrance of the Sacrifice of the death 
of Curist, and of the benefits which we receive 
thereby.’ 

In what sense then is the Holy Eucharist a 
Sacrifice? It is no repetition of the Sacrifice 
of Calvary. That, we know, is the one full, 
perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of 
the whole world. ‘Curist being raised from 
the dead, dieth no more; death hath no 
more dominion over Him.’’ The Holy Eucharist 
in that sense is no sacrifice, except mystically 
and symbvolically, but there is a sense in which 
it is a real sacrifice, part of the sacrifice of 
Calvary, part of the one great intercession, 
which is pleaded continually before the throne 
of Gop in Heaven. If we carry back our thoughts 
to the ancient sacrifices of the Law and which 
are fulfilled and ended in Curist, we find that 
the victim set apart by the offerer was first slain, 
and then the priest took of the blood and 
sprinkled it before the Lorp before the veil ; 
or once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, 
the High Priest went within the veil with the 
blood of sprinkling to intercede for the people. 
So Curist Who is both priest and victim, having 
offered Himself in sacrifice on Calvary for the 
sins of the whole world, now offers Himself 
with the Blood of sprinkling inside the Veil 
in the Holy of Holies which is Heaven, thus for 
ever as it were, showing His pierced hands and 
side before the Farurr, pleading the efficacy of 

1 Rom. vi. 9. 
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the precious Blood once shed on the Cross. 
And He calls His Church so to unite with Him 
in this great pleading, in a divine mystery, 
where His sacred Body and Blood are sacra- 
mentally present. He bids us too, to proclaim 
the Lorp’s death till He come, to say, ‘spare 
us, good Lorp, spare Thy people, whom Thou 
hast redeemed with Thy most precious Blood, 
and be not angry with us for ever.’ So day by 
day when we are present at the divine mysteries, 
we plead the Lorp’s death, we gaze on the 
pierced Hands and Side, we hold those arms 
up on either side, steady until the going down 
of the sun, while Amalek fights with Israel 
in the world below. 

Such is the Holy Eucharist in its aspect as 
the Christian sacrifice, when, united with the 
worship of Heaven, we on earth plead the merits 
of the Saviour’s Blood. 


III 


What then does Holy Communion do for us ? 
The answer is simple, it is our food. Just as 
Gop fed the children of Israel with Manna in 
the wilderness, so He feeds His people with 
the spiritual food and sustenance of His Body 
and Blood in the Holy Sacrament. 

The Manna itself in its miraculous supply, as 
it is recorded for us in the book of Exodus, may 
well furnish us with heads of instruction 
while we are considering this part of the 
subject. 

First of all we should notice that the Manna 
was the food which Gop Himself provided to 
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sustain Israel in their wanderings. To refuse 
to eat of the Manna was to starve; it was food 
for the journey. 

But it must by no means be assumed that 
when we speak of the spiritual food for our 
souls which is so provided, that the Holy 
Communion is always accepted in this light. 
It was commonly held, some few years ago, 
and it is largely held still, that the sacred | 
Feast of the Altar was the privilege of a few 
favoured souls, of those who had ample leisure 
and not many cares, who either had no tempta- 
tions to grave sins, or who had safely passed 
through them. It was the banquet reserved 
for those especially invited by the King. And 
- therefore it was unseemly that the young should 
present themselves, with as yet their course 
unshaped, and their allegiance undeclared. 
The Altar was no place for the busy man, nor 
for the tempted. Freedom from care and from 
distraction was essential, and therefore a Com- 
munion became the rare and occasional use 
in the life of a man who was settled, and at 
such times when there was nothing to distract 
him. But to treat the sacred food like this is 
to forget that it is food for the journey, food 
the more necessary, when the road is steep, and 
the way beset with dangers. The young need 
it, that they may grow in grace, the tempted 
lest they fall beneath temptation, the light- 
hearted lest they forget Gop, the fallen that 
they may arise; the care-laden and the sorrow- 
ful that they may find Him Who is a very 
present help in trouble. 

And yet it must not be forgotten that a 
greater recognition of its main and fuller 

H 
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purpose may bring with it its own dangers. 
Now the man of business associates a Com- 
munion with his daily work, and legitimate 
pleasure is thought to be no unworthy occupa- 
tion, in however close association with these 
solemn mysteries. 

Tt never can be easy, and yet no doubt it is 
right, to do all whatsoever we do, whether we 
eat or drink, or even follow pleasure, to the 
honour and glory of Gop. And therefore if we 
in this age claim a greater liberty of approach, 
we should see to it that we claim an equal 
reverence of recollected behaviour, and while 
recognising that life is one, and that religion 
belongs to every part of it, to see that we 
hallow common life, rather than secularize 
religion. 

In thinking once more of the Manna as 
suggesting points of consideration in our 
approach to the Altar, we remember that the 
Israelite was constrained by Gop’s own order to 
gather the food early ; when the sun waxed hot 
it melted. Whatever we may think as to any 
spiritual derivation from this fact, this at least 
we cannot be mistaken in, that Gop must come 
first, and that His gifts must be sought with 
alacrity. It would be fanciful, of course, to . 
seek in this any direct justification for what is 
known as early Communion, and yet we feel 
that it is not altogether consistent with rever- 
ence, to put off until late in the day, or even 
until the evening a great act which needs to 
be approached with detachment from business ~ 
or worldly pursuits, and demands the fresh effort 
of an unjaded mind and a clear soul. 
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And an early Communion helps also to an 
easier compliance with the Church’s rule of 
fasting before reception, of which our own 
Bishop Jeremy Taylor says, ‘ Fasting before the 
Holy Sacrament is a custom of the Christian 
Church, and derived to us from great antiquity : 
and the use of it is, that we might express 
honour to the mystery by suffering nothing to 
enter into our mouths before the symbols.’ 

Or again, ‘ It is a Catholic custom that they 
who receive the Holy Communion should 
receive it fasting.’ 

And if this be so with reference to the mere 
food which passes our lips, how much more 
requisite is it that the mind should be free from 
the distraction of letters, conversation or 
ordinary society on those days when the devout 
communicant is preparing to welcome CuRIST 
under his roof. 

But as to the general principle, the applica- 
tion is more certain, ‘O Gop, Thou art my Gop : 
early will I seek Thee,’! says the Psalmist. 
Early in life, in the beginning of enterprises, 
in the forepart of life’s occupations. A 
reverence which displays itself in putting Gop 
aside until the last may well be questioned. 
The gift of a well-worn life is not so valuable 
as the gift of early and vigorous youth. ‘Re- 
member now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth,’ * says the preacher, this offering of a free 
heart, is surely better than coming to Gop when 
the world has forsaken him, on the part of one 
who having lived the life of the ungodly hopes 
to die the death of the righteous, without loss, 

UTEe eon ale 2 Hecles. xii. 1. 
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and with a cunning appreciation of what in 
his folly he calls the best of both worlds. 

Once more in secking points of suggestive- 
ness in the history of the feeding of the 
Israelites, we read that when the children of 
Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is 
manna: for they wist not what it was [or, ‘they 
said, what is it?’ R. V.'] 

This is a question which is often being asked 
as to the Blessed Sacrament, but can never be 
completely answered. When our Blessed Lorp 
in instituting this great mystery, said of the 
bread before Him, ‘This is My Body,’ we see 
that the word ‘is’ is capable of being interpreted, 
and is interpreted in three ways. It may mean 
‘This is identical with My Body’; or this 
represents My Body simply from the effect 
produced upon the spectator or receiver, that 
is, it is a memorial, something which will 
remind those who are present of My Body ; or 
thirdly it might mean, this represents My Body 
as expressing the intention of the Giver to — 
bestow a blessing on certain favoured men; 
that is to say, the piece of bread which the 
devout communicant received would be a pledge 
of a spiritual blessing which was being con- 
ferred upon him in his heart, so that really and 
in effect in response to his faith, he was receiving 
the Body and Blood of the Lorp in a mystery, 
in a virtual presence. These interpretations 
are representative of the teaching of three great 
lines of thought. The first ‘this is identical 
with My Body’ represents the Catholic doctrine, 
that our Lorp is verily and indeed taken and 

1 Exod. xvi, 15. 
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received in the Holy Sacrament. The second, 
‘this represents My Body,’ is the doctrine of 
Zwingli and the Swiss Protestants and many 
others among the different sects, who hold that 
the Holy Communion is the communication of 
no gift in itself; but is simply a bare memorial 
of our Blessed Lorp, whereby the devout 
Christian kindles and keeps alive certain pious 
aspirations in his soul, as he receives it. The 
third ‘This represents My Body’ is known as 
the virtualist theory which was propounded by 
Calvin, who while he took no account of the 
Consecration of the Eucharist, yet wished to 
assign a full effect to the Sacrament. The 
Holy Communion then becomes merely a pledge 
or sign of a great Presence which Gop is 
conveying to the soul of the communicant at 
the same time as he receives the bare outward 
symbol. Not only the benefits of the Sacrament 
but the Presence of Carist depended on the 
faith of the receiver. : 
Only let us remember that it is not an in- 
different matter, but rather of supreme 
importance, that we shall rightly think and 
hold the truth concerning this great mystery. 
The manner of our Blessed Lorp’s Presence 
is and always must remain a mystery, but to 
those who diligently examine them, and 
compare them with the general Sacramental 
teaching of the Church, the Catechism and 
formularies of the Church of England will be 
found to exhibit a true and sufficient statement 
of what every Christian should know and 
believe with respect to this great Sacrament. 
The Manna supplies yet another suggestion 


118 - The Gate of Admission 


to the earnest communicant, as to his reception 
of the life-giving Sacrament. We are told in 
the narrative ‘the people shall go out and 
gather a certain rate every day.’’ Here a great 
stress is laid on the daily quest for a daily 
supply, an especial provision being made for 
the Sabbath. 

From this incident, a lesson at first sight 
trivial, but really important may be gathered, 
that the Holy Communion, the food of the soul, 
should be sought for at all events with that sort 
of regularity which we attach to the supply of 
nourishment necessary for our growth and life. 
Regular food at regular times we know is 
necessary for our bodily health, and so with 
this heavenly food which nourishes the soul. 
There should be no want of purpose, or 
spasmodic effort about it. The regular Com- 
munion whether once a month or once a fort- 
night or once a week or oftener should be part 
of the spiritual life, not lightly taken up, not 
lightly dropped, but forming part of a recog- 
nised system of spiritual sustenance on which 
the health and life of the soul depend. 

If the Holy Communion be such a solemn 
thing, the preparation for the devout reception 
must be equally serious. The reception of the 
Holy Communion has of late years wonderfully 
increased in frequency, one may well wonder 
whether devout preparation for this great act 
has kept pace with this frequency. 

The Exhortations in the Prayer Book are 
emphatic as to the need of self-examination by 
the rule of Gop’s commandments, of confession 

1 Exod. xvi. 4. 
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to Gop either immediately in the quiet of our 
own home, or mediately that is to Gop before 
and in the presence of His priest, and equally 
emphatic as to the further need of satisfaction 
and amendment. In the case of a frequent 
communicant this greater preparation would 
take place at certain times, but before every 
Communion there should be a devout prepara- 
tion of the spirit. The communicant’s whole 
life should be framed on the scale of one who 
attempts to hide nothing from Gop, who daily 
examines himself and daily confesses his sins, 
who is minutely and carefully watching his 
spiritual life to see whether he is advancing or 
going back in the Christian progress, who is 
trying daily more and more to walk with Gop, 
to amend and control his conduct, and to love 
his neighbour as himself. To such an one each 
day has its own preparation for Communion, as 
he seeks to live more and more in Gop’s 
Presence. 

But carelessness, want of faith, unforgiven 
sin, want of love, are dangerous things to bring 
before Gop, unless with the earnestness of a 
penitent who knows and hates and seeks to 
forsake his evil deeds, and walk from hence- 
forth in Gon’s holy ways. Frequent Communion 
means prepared Communion, and a life lived on 
the level of one who knows Gop and seeks more 
and more to realise what the apostle meant, 
when he spoke of being ‘in Christ.’ 

The service for Holy Communion, which 
safeguards these great doctrines, and gives us 
our means of approach, has always been 
elaborated with great care; and indeed the 
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ancient Liturgies of the Church form almost 
a separate branch of study. 

A devout use of the service provided for us 
will exhibit the gift and the preparation for it, 
both in a way suited to our spiritual needs. 
The penitential opening, the confession and 
absolution given in public, the reminder of the 
confession presumably made in private, the 
comfortable words of welcome, the prayer of 
humble access, with its heart-felt profession of 
unworthiness, all emphasize the need of true 
preparedness on the part of those who approach. 
While a series of ritual steps, through the 
Scripture messages, the Oreed, the offering of 
the elements, lead up through the ante-room of 
the angels’ worship to the Prayer of Consecration 
which introduces us to the Presence. We see 
in the directions of the rubrics, in the language 
of hymn and collect, the sense of mystery and 
awe which pervades the celebration of this great 
Sacrament. And no one should come for the ~ 
first time without having tried to master these 
directions and helps, which guide the approach- 
ing courtier into the duties which beset him, 
who is seeking an audience with the King of 
Kings, and seeks to welcome Him into his very 
soul. 

Happy the man who makes the Holy Eucharist 
more and more the centre of his life. It is 
in this service that we feel especially that 
we are complying with our Lorp’s com- 
mand and following out His orders; we feel 
again that here we are most intimately 
connected with the worship of Heaven, and 
can plead the blood of sprinkling and the 
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blessings which flow from the Atonement. 
The instinct of the Church has placed this 
Holy Service in the forefront of her Sunday 
observance and made it the characteristic 
Feast of all other Holy Days. She has 
sought further literally to follow the spiritual 
interpretation of the Lorp’s Prayer, and to 
make this Holy Food the daily bread of her 
children. So at solemn moments of life there 
is the nuptial Eucharist for the newly married, 
wherein the man and woman united in the 
indissoluble bond can obtain fresh grace to 
realise that which Holy Matrimony sacrament- 
ally signifies, the mystical union betwixt Christ 
and the Church. So again when the sick man 
lies upon his bed in view of the near approach 
of death, and in preparation for his journey 
through the dark valley he may receive in the 
Holy Sacrament the food for the way. The 
table is prepared for him in the presence of 
his enemies, so that while he walks through the 
valley of the shadow of death he will fear no 
evil, comforted by the rod and staff of his 
Saviour. And after death, when the body in 
which he ‘made a shadow,’ lies waiting to be 
committed to the earth, still the Church 
follows him with the pleading of the 
funeral Eucharist before Him Who is the 
Gop of life and death, before Whom all spirits 
live. 

And so in all times of our tribulation, in 
all times of our wealth, Curist, in His Holy 
Sacrament, claims our adoration and answers 
to our love, and thus puts the seal upon the long 
preparation of heart and mind with which we 
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came to Confirmation. We enter the furnace 
of the temptations which wait on our life, bound 
and cast down; we find ourselves loose and 
unharmed amidst its fiercest trials, for there is 
a Form at our side Whose presence shields 
us, and that form is as the Form of the Son 
oF Gop. 


Notes on Chapter VII yor use in Instruction 


Confirmation the gate of admission to Holy Communion. 


(i) What is Holy Communion? The answer of the 
Church, to be found in her formularies based on the Sacred 
Scriptures; (1) Our Lorp’s discourse at Capernaum (S. 
John vi.) ; (2) The four narratives of the Institution of the 
Holy Communion; S. Matthew; S. Mark; S, Luke; 
S. Paul, 1 Cor. x, xii The statement of the Church 
Catechism examined. 

(ii) The Holy Communion as a Sacrifice—The doctrine 
examined by a comparison with sacrifices under the Law. 

(ili) The benefits of Holy Communion to the devout 
communicant. This examined using ‘The Manna’ as a 
type—(1) Holy Communion the food of the Christian; 
(2) To be received early in life, and as the first and most 
important thing in the day; (3) Holy Communion a 
mystery ; (4) To be received with regularity and purpose. 

(iv) Preparation for Holy Communion—Self-examintion ; 
Confession ; Amendment. 

(v) The Eucharistic Life—Daily Communion; Nuptial 
Communion ; Sick Communion ; Communion at Funerals. 
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